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, the God of Israel: Each of you put sword on thigh, nin'He said to them, “Thus says
go back and forth from gate to gate throughout the camp, and slay sibling, neighbor,
and kin.”

The men of Levi did as Moses had bidden; and some three thousand of the people
fell that day.
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Leviticus 24:14

Take the blasphemer outside the camp; and let all who were within hearing lay their (14)
hands upon his head, and let the community leadership stone him
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said to Moses, “The party in question shall be put to death: the community nin'Then
leadership shall pelt him with stones outside the camp.”
So the community leadership took him outside the camp and stoned him to

had commanded Moses.nin'death—as
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When Phinehas, son of Eleazar son of Aaron the priest, saw this, he left the
assembly and, taking a spear in his hand,

he followed the Israelite man into the chamber and stabbed both of them, the
Israelite man and the woman, through the belly. Then the plague against the
Israelites was checked.
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And Joshua said, “What calamity you have brought upon us! GOD will bring calamity
upon you this day.” And all Israel pelted him with stones. They put them to the fire
and stoned them.
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the LORD routed the Benjaminites before Israel. That day the Israelites slew (35)
.25,100 men of Benjamin, all of them fighting men
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Instead, the king took Armoni and Mephibosheth, the two sons that Rizpah (8)
daughter of Aiah bore to Saul, and the five sons that Merab daughter of Saul bore to
Adriel son of Barzillai the Meholathite, (9) and he handed them over to the
Gibeonites. They impaled them on the mountain before the LORD; all seven of them
perished at the same time. They were put to death in the first days of the harvest, the

.beginning of the barley harvest
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Now, as the LORD lives, who has established me and set me on the throne of (24)
my father David and who has provided him with a house, as he promised, Adonijah

shall be put to death this very day!” (25) And Solomon instructed Benaiah son of
.Jehoiada, who struck Adonijah down; and so he died
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Once he had the kingdom firmly in his grasp, he put to death the courtiers who had
assassinated his father the king.

But he did not put to death the children of the assassins, in accordance with what is
written in the Book of the Teaching of Moses, where GOD commanded, “Parents
shall not be put to death for children, nor children be put to death for parents; they
shall be put to death only for their own crime.”
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Exodus 21:12-17

One who fatally strikes another party shall be put to death.



If [a man] did so but not by design—it came about by an act of God—I will assign you a
place to which he can flee.

When one party schemes against another and kills through treachery, you shall take that
person from My very altar to be put to death.

One who strikes one’s father or mother shall be put to death.

One who kidnaps another party—whether having sold or still holding the victim—shall be
put to death.

One who insults one’s father or mother shall be put to death.
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If anyone slays a person, the killer may be executed only on the evidence of witnesses; (30)
.the testimony of a single witness against a person shall not suffice for a sentence of death
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Let the hands of the witnesses be the first to put [the condemned] to death, followed by (7)
the hands of the rest of the people. Thus, you will sweep out evil from your
midst
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and the magistrates shall make a thorough investigation. If the one who testified is a false
witness, having testified falsely against a fellow Israelite,



you shall do to the one as the one schemed to do to the other. Thus you will sweep

out evil from your midst; others will hear and be afraid, and such evil things will
not again be done in your midst.
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Thereupon his town’s council shall stone him to death. Thus you will sweep out evil from
your midst: all Israel will hear and be afraid.
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If any party is guilty of a capital offense and is put to death, and you impale the body on a
stake,

you must not let the corpse remain on the stake overnight, but must bury it the same day.
For an impaled body is an affront to God (Because it’s a curse to God to let it hang
there): you shall not defile the land that your God is giving you to possess.
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a degradation of the Divine King, for man is made in His image and the Israelites are His
children. A parable! It may be compared to the case of two twin brothers who very closely
resembled each other: one became king and the other was arrested for robbery and was
hanged. Whoever saw him on the gallows thought that the king was hanged (Sanhedrin
46D).
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am your God. nin'My rules alone shall you observe, and faithfully follow My laws: |

You shall keep My laws and My rules, by the pursuit of which human beings shall live: | am
ShhL
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Cain said to his brother Abel ... and when they were in the field, Cain set upon his brother
Abel and killed him.
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“My punishment is too great to bear!nin'Cain said to
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But for your own life-blood | will require a reckoning: | will require it of every
beast; of man, too, will | require a reckoning for human life, of every man for
that of his fellow man! (6) Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his
blood be shed; for in the Divine Image did God make man
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"The principle of the inestimable value of human life is the basis of the
difference between the biblical approach to the crime of murder and the
approach of other legal systems in the Near East... Its precise and appropriate
formulation 'And your blood will | require at the hand of every living creature...
Man's blood shall be shed by man, for in the image of God he made man'...
The fact that man was created in the image of God... is an expression of his
unique and supreme value... A creature that kills a human corrupts the image

of God and therefore will be judged.

This view of the uniqueness and superiority of human life has another
conclusion. According to which the value of human life is beyond any other
system of values. The idea that a human life can be valued at a monetary
value is rejected, and even less that the value of a person cannot be weighed

against the value of another person...

The murderer's sin is immeasurable because the value of a murdered person
is immeasurable. The relatives of the murdered person are not entitled to
determine the amount of compensation for the murder. It turns out that this
view has contradictory conclusions: because the value of a human life is

immeasurable, therefore one who takes life forfeits his own life ."



