Sotah, Kedusha and Communal Healing

Numbers 5

(1) nin* spoke to Moses, saying: (2) Instruct
the Israelites to remove from camp anyone
with an eruption or a discharge and anyone
defiled by a corpse. (3) Remove male and
female alike; put them outside the camp so
that they do not defile the camp of those in
whose midst | dwell. (4) The Israelites did
so, putting them outside the camp; as nint
had spoken to Moses, so the Israelites did.
(5) nin* spoke to Moses, saying: (6) Speak
to the Israelites: When men or women
individually commit any wrong toward a
fellow human being, thus breaking faith with
nin', and they realize their guilt, (7) they
shall confess the wrong that they have
done. They shall make restitution in the
principal amount and add one-fifth to it,
giving it to the one who was wronged. (8) If
that party [is deceased and] has no kin to
whom restitution can be made, the amount
repaid shall go to nin' for the priest—in
addition to the ram of expiation with which
expiation is made on their behalf. (9) So,
too, any gift among the sacred donations
that the Israelites offer shall be the priest’s.
(10) And each shall retain his sacred
donations: each priest shall keep what is
given to him.

(11) nin* spoke to Moses, saying: (12)
Speak to the Israelite people and say to
them: Any party whose wife has gone astray
and broken faith with him, (13) in that
another man has had carnal relations with
her unbeknown to her husband, and she
keeps secret the fact that she has defiled
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herself without being forced, and there is no
witness against her, (14) but a fit of jealousy
comes over him and he is wrought up about
the wife who has defiled herself—or if a fit of
jealousy comes over him and he is wrought
up about his wife although she has not
defiled herself— (15) that party shall bring
his wife to the priest. And he shall bring as
an offering for her one-tenth of an ephah of
barley flour. No oil shall be poured upon it
and no frankincense shall be laid on it, for it
is a meal offering of jealousy, a meal
offering of remembrance which recalls
wrongdoing. (16) The priest shall bring her
forward and have her stand before 17) .niny)
The priest shall take sacral water in an
earthen vessel and, taking some of the
earth that is on the floor of the Tabernacle,
the priest shall put it into the water. (18)
After he has made the woman stand before
nin, the priest shall bare the woman’s head
and place upon her hands the meal offering
of remembrance, which is a meal offering of
jealousy. And in the priest’s hands shall be
the water of bitterness that induces the
spell. (19) The priest shall adjure the
woman, saying to her, “If no other party has
lain with you, if you have not gone astray in
defilement while living in your husband’s
household, be immune to harm from this
water of bitterness that induces the spell...

Rashi on Numbers 5:12

(1) mwx nown D ux w'x IF ANY MAN’S
WIFE GO ASIDE [AND ACT
DECEITFULLY AGAINST HIM] — What is
stated above, immediately before this
section? 'n* 17 ruTR NX WKt If you
withhold the gifts due to the priest (cf.
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Rashi on v. 10), by your life, you will have
to come to him in order to bring him your
faithless wife for the ordeal by the waters
(Berakhot 63a). (The translation therefore
is: “A man who remains with his holy
things, not giving them to the priest, 'n' 17
they — the man and his wife — will
become subject to him [require his
services])”. (2) w'k w'x — The double
expression U'x U'x is employed to teach
you that she (the faithless wife) deals
treacherously in two respects — against
Him above Who bears the appellation of
U'N, as in the text "[the Lord is] a Man of
the war” (Exodus 15:3), and against her
husband (nw'x) here below (Midrash
Tanchuma, Vaetchanan 5). nuown

Rashi on Numbers 5:2:1

121 78w na nx iy COMMAND THE
CHILDREN OF ISRAEL etc. — This
section was spoken on the day when the
Tabernacle was erected; there were eight
sections spoken on that day, as is related
in Treatise Gittin 60a, in the chapter
beginning with the word 'pran.
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