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MISHNA: A Hebrew slave can be acquired by his master through
money or through a document, and he can acquire himself, i.¢., he is
emancipated, through years, i.e., when he completes his six years of
labor, or through the advent of the Jubilee Year, or through the
deduction of money. The slave can redeem himself during the six years
by paying for his remaining years of slavery.
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When you acquire a Hebrew slave, that person shall serve six years—and
shall go free in the seventh year, without payment.
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Speak to the Israelite people and say to them: When you enter the land
that I assign to you, the land shall observe a sabbath of mim.
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If your kin under you continue in straits and must be given over to you, do
.not subject them to the treatment of a slave
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Remaining with you as a hired or bound laborer, they shall serve with you
only until the jubilee year
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Then they, along with any children, shall be free of your authority; they
—shall go back to their famlly and return to the ancestral holding
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For they are My servants, whom I freed from the land of Egypt; they may
—not give themselves over into servitude
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You shall not rule over them ruthlessly; you shall fear your God.
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For it is to Me that the Israelites are servants: they are My servants, whom
I freed from the land of Egypt—I, your God mi.
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The term "Hebrew servant” used by the Torah refers to a Jew whom the
court sells by compulsion, or a person who sells himself willingly.

We have already explained that a woman is never sold because of a theft.
Similarly, she may not sell herself as a servant, nor may she purchase a
Hebrew servant or a Canaanite slave, because of the suspicion of immoral
behavior.

A Hebrew servant who is sold by the court is sold only to a native-born
Israelite or to a convert to Judaism.

Neither a person who sells himself, nor one who is sold by the court,
should be sold in public on an auction block, nor in an alley, as slaves are
sold, as Leviticus 25: 42 states: ”He shall not be sold as a slave is sold.”
Instead, he should be sold in a private and honorable manner.

It is forbidden to make any Hebrew servant perform excruciating labor.

Whenever a Jew purchases a Hebrew servant, he may not make him
perform debasing tasks that are relegated only for servants - e.g., to have
him carry his clothes to the bathhouse or remove his shoes - as Leviticus
25: 39 states: ”Do not have him perform servile tasks.” Instead, one should
treat him as a hired laborer,

A master is obligated to treat any Hebrew servant or maid servant as his
equal with regard to food, drink, clothing and living quarters

The institution of a Hebrew maid-servant and that of a Hebrew servant is
not practiced except in the time when the Jubilee year is observed.
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From here the Sages stated: Anyone who acquires a Hebrew slave is
considered like one who acquires a master for himself, because he must
be careful that the slave’s living conditions are equal to his own.
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In the course of time, knowledge grew throughout the world. New
discoveries in science and technology have created new sources of energy,
far exceeding manpower, and great welfare became possible. And the
Supreme Providence brought about the abolition of slavery in almost all
nations. Blessed is G-d that radiated the light of Torah and taught those




who were lost, to recognize the greatness of God inherent in every human
being. The abolition of slavery is only a partial realization of the sublime
ideal that the Torah taught us, and anyone who knows a chapter in the
annals of the Western world, it is clear to him that one of the decisive
factor in this process was the spread of knowledge of the Torah, and all of
this is to rectify the whole world to worship God together. As it is written
in Tsefanya 3 9 :
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For then I will make the peoples pure of speech
So that they all invoke GOD by name
And render service with one accord.



