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ELEPHANTS in the TALMU
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Rav Yosef objects to this: If that is so, by what mode of acqui-sition can an
elephant be acquired, according to the opinion of Rabbi Shimon? It is impossible
to lift an elephant.
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”...Kli Yakar: 6:21 “Make for yourself an ark

In the natural way of the world, the ark will be suitable for you alone, but miraculously
it will hold all of the animals such as elephants and antelopes
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our Sages taught: There are five dreads, i.e., dread that the weak cast over the
mighty: The dread of the mafgia, a small creature, over the lion; the dread of the
mosquito over the elephant; the dread of the gecko over the scorpion; the dread
of the swallow over the eagle; the dread of the kilbit, a small fish, over a whale.
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Pesikta Rabati 20: 1

a king who made a wedding for his daughter. One of his advisors said ...
that it would be pleasant to carry her on an elephant while she sits up high
in a seat and rides through the kingdom. Another advisor said: an elephant
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1s too high and ugly, so the people will not see her glory or her beauty. It
would be better to carry her on a horse and show her beauty throughout the
kingdom. Another answered: an elephant is high, and a horse is pleasant
but neither of them have a mouth to speak or hands to clap or feet to
..dance. It would be better to carry her on shoulders and show her beauty
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it was taught in a baraita: If one gave the eiruv to a trained elephant,
and it brought it to the place where he wanted the eiruv deposited, or if
he gave it to a monkey, and it brought it to the proper location, it is not
a valid eiruv. But if he told another person to receive it from the
animal, it is a valid eiruv.
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The wolf, and the lion, and the bear, and the leopard, and the
bardelas, and the elephant, and the monkey, and the long-tailed ape
give birth after three years, and corresponding to them with regard to
trees is the white fig.
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Rabbi Shmuel bar Nahmani said that Rabbi Yonatan said: A person
Is shown in his dream only the thoughts of his heart when he was
awake,

Rava said: Know that this is the case, for one is neither shown a
golden palm tree nor an elephant going through the eye of a needle in
a dream. In other words, dreams only contain images that enter a person’s
mind.
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All types of animals are auspicious signs for a dream except for an
elephant, a monkey and a long-tailed ape. The Gemara asks: Didn’t
the Master say: A miracle will be performed for one who sees an
elephant in a dream? The Gemara answers: This is not difficult. This



statement that a vision of an elephant is a good omen refers to a case
where it is saddled, while this statement that it is not a good omen refers
to a case where it is not saddled.
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The Sages taught: One who sees an elephant, a monkey, or a vulture
(Rashi) recites: Blessed...Who makes creatures different.
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Meiri on Berachot 58

One who sees an elephant, monkey or prosimian (type of primate), since
they resemble humans in some manner, he should say the blessing:
Blessed is He who Who makes creatures different...

Shaul Liberman Tosefta Kipshuta on Berachot 6:

The Raavid explains that these blessings are only to be said for people that
he feels sorry for, and specifically people from Yisrael. The Beraita in
Bavli states: also on an elephant, a monkey or a prosimian, one should
make this blessing. Perhaps the Raavid’s explanation is that the elephant,
monkey and prosimian are expressions for giant people and for ugly
people (in Eretz Yisrael they would say a camel rather than an elephant,
...because elephants are not found there),

Shaul Liberman, Tosefta Kipshuta Eruvin 2 (comment 65)

In the Meiri, he wrote: It was said in the Western Talmud that a person
can teach them (meaning the monkey and the elephant) 70 languages.
There is no mention of this in the Yerushalmi, and it seems that it is found
in a Midrash which has been lost to us. The ancients told of wonders about
these animals. And also, Palinius tells of this (Toldot Hateva) in the name
of Mutianus (a contemporary of Neron and Espseinus) about an elephant
who wrote a full sentence in Greek. And Ilianus (in the book nat. anim.)
writes that he himself saw an elephant who wrote Roman letters with his
trunk.
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The Elephant is saying: “How great are your works,;’n Your thoughts are
tremendously deep.”



