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GEMARA: And the Gemara raises a contradiction from a mishna (Pe’a1:1): These are the matters
that a person engages in and enjoys their profits in this world, and the principal reward remains
for him for the World-to-Come, and they are: Honoring one’s father and mother, acts of loving
kindness, hospitality toward guests, and bringing peace between one person and another; and
Torah study is equal to all of them. This indicates that one is rewarded in this world only for
fulfilling these mitzvot, but not for fulfilling all mitzvot.

Exodus 20:12

Honot your father and your mother, thatyou may long endure on the land that the LORD your God is
assigning to you.

Leviticus 19:3
(3) You shall each revere your mother and your father, and keep My sabbaths: I mn» am your God.

Deuteronomy 5:16

(16) HONOT your father and your mother, as the LORD your God has commanded you, that you may
long endure, and that you may fare well in the land that the LORD your God is assigning to you.

Rashi Shemot

“So that yourdayswill be lengthened”: If you honor, they will be lengthened and if not, they will be
shortened.

Yisraeli Chadash on Pirkei Avot/Avigdor Shanan

“Honoryour father and your mother”: Do I hear in this - with words? (mechilta d’rabi Yishmael, Yitro
Chap. 8). Thatis, am I supposed to understand that the Pasuk is referring to honoring your parents in
speech alone?No! And since in Mishlei it is written: “honor Hashem with your possessions” (Mishlei
3:9), we learn from this that honoring involves spending money and as such, it is correct to honor
parents also with food, drink and clean garments (Mechilta).
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What is meant by honoring them? One should bring them food and drink, clothe them and cover
them from their resources. If a father does not have financial resources and a son does, the son is
compelled to sustain his father and his mother according to his capacity. He should bring him out and
bring him home and serve him in all the ways one serves a teacher. Similarly, he should stand before
him as one stands before a teacher.


/Exodus.20.12
file:///C:/Leviticus.19.3
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Devarim Raba 1:15:

Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel said: No one has honored his parents the way I have honored my
parents, and yet I found that Esav honored his parents more than me. How? Rabban Shimon ben
Gamliel stated — [ would serve my father with soiled clothing, and when I would walk in the market, I
would dispose of those clothing and wear clean clothing to go out with. But Esav did not do so.
Rather, the same clothing that wore and that he would serve his father with were excellent.

ONVDIN NIPN
The king asked the sixth to reply to the question, To whom ought we to exhibit gratitude? And he
replied, 'To our parents continually, for God has given us a most important commandment with regard
to the honour due to parents.

Talmud Yerushalmi (Peah, 81: 41) -Itis a mitzva which is the “strictest of the strict.”
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As the Sages taught: There are three partners in the forming of a person: The Holy One,
Blessed be He, who provides the soul, and his father and his mother. When a person honors his
father and mother, the Holy One, Blessed be He, says: | ascribe credit to them as if | dwelt
between them and they honor Me as well.
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When Rav Yosef heard his mother’s footsteps, he would say: I will stand before the arriving Divine
Presence.

Midreshei Pilon (On Aseret Hadibrot, 107):

It seems that the nature of parents defines the essence of mortality and immortality. Mortality, in
bringing people and other living things closer to the destruction of the body. Immortality, because by
virtue of giving birth they resemble G-d —the cause of everything. Whoever does not honor his father
and mother, does not honor G-d.

Kitvei Pilon

And the fifth commandment is honoring your parents, and it is holy, since it is not referring to
individuals, but rather it is referring to the cause of inseminating and birthing which is in everyone.
And through this, the father and mother are seen as those who bring about birth, even though they are
not actually those that cause birth but rather are the tools for birthing. Because G-d is the primary
cause of birth, and mortal man is the end.
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Who is he that is honored? He who honors his fellow human beings as it is said: “For I honor those
that honor Me, but those who spurn Me shall be dishonored” (I Samuel 2:30).



Rav Shimshon Refael Hirsch, Shemot 20:12

The Exodus from Egypt and the Giving of the Torah are two historical facts which
form the basis of the Nation of Israel, because through these two events we show our
submission to Hashem as the Ruler of our fate and lives. And these two events are
historical facts, and we know them and recognize them as historical truths. However,
the only guarantee that we have of their truth is our tradition, and the basis of tradition
is merely the accurate transmission to children via parents, and the reception of these
facts by the children from the parents. Therefore, for all of these years, the foundations
that Hashem built for Israel rests only on the theoretical and practical discipline of the
children as they relate to their fathers and mothers,

and we have found that honoring your parents is a basic precondition for the eternal
nature of the Israeli nation.

Hashem gives the child via the father and mother his physical existence, but they are a
link that connects the child to the Jewish past and makes the child a son of Israel and a
daughter of Israel. From the parents, the child receives the tradition of the Israeli
nation, which is formed by knowledge, ways of life, and education, and they pass along
this piece of history and the words of the Torah so that they too will pass it along to
their children when the time comes. Just as the eyes of the son look towards his parents,
so too will the eyes of his children look towards him in the future. Were there no
connection between fathers and sons, the generational chain would be broken, the
hopes of the past and the future of the Jewish, Israeli nation, would cease to exist.
Indeed, great is the importance of parents in Israel, and therefore, the Torah gave them
an honorable place within the Ten Commandments.



