
‬‮‬‭Yafit‬‭Clymerמציעא/‬‮הדרן/בבא‬‮ה'‬‮מעם‬‮עזרי

‬‮‬‭Causing‬‭pain‬‭to-‬‮חיים‬‮בעלי‬‮צער ‭animals‬

‬‮לב-לג‬‮דף‬‮מציעא‬‮בבא
‭From the statements of both of‬‭these‬‭tanna’im‬‭it can‬‭be‬‭learned‬‭that the requirement to prevent‬
‭suffering to animals‬‭is‬‭by Torah law.‬

‬‮שמות כ״ג:ה׳

וֹ׃ }ס{ מּֽ ב עִ זֹ֖ עֲ ב תַּ זֹ֥ וֹ עָ ב ל֑ זֹ֣ עֲ תָּ֖ מֵ  לְ דַ חָ וֹ וְ א֔ שָּׂ ת מַ חַ תַּ֣ ץ֙  ךָ֗ רֹבֵ אֲ נַ וֹר שֹׂ מ֣ ה חֲ אֶ֞ רְ י־תִ כִּֽ ‬‮)ה( 

‭Exodus‬‭23:5‬

‭When‬‭you‬‭see‬‭the‬‭ass‬‭of‬‭your‬‭enemy‬‭lying‬‭under‬‭its‬‭burden‬‭and‬‭would‬‭refrain‬‭from‬‭raising‬‭it,‬‭you‬
‭must‬‭nevertheless‬‭raise‬‭it‬‭with‬‭him‬.‮‬

וֹ׃‬‮דברים כ״ה:ד ישֽׁ דִ וֹר בְּ ם שׁ֖ סֹ֥ חְ לֹא־תַ ‬‮}ס{‬‮׳ - )ד( 

‭Deuteronomy‬‭25:4‬‭-‬ ‭You‬‭shall‬‭not‬‭muzzle‬‭an‬‭ox‬‭while‬‭it‬‭is‬‭threshing‬.‮‬

‬‮דברים כב לב

י׃ דִּֽ  גְ נֶ ךְ לְ רֶ דֶּ֖  ט הַ רַ֥  י־יָ כִּֽ ן  טָ֔ שָׂ י לְ אתִ צָ֣  י֙ יָ נֹכִ נֵּ֤ה אָ  ים הִ לִ֑  גָ וֹשׁ רְ ל֣ ה שָׁ זֶ֖ ךָ֔  נְ תֹ֣ ת־אֲ תָ֙ אֶ י כִּ֙  ה הִ ל־מָ֗ הֹוָ֔ה עַ  ךְ יְ אַ֣  לְ יו֙ מַ לָ ר אֵ אמֶ יֹּ֤  ‬‮וַ

‮‬‭said‬‭to‬‭him,‬‭“Why‬‭have‬‭you‬‭beaten‬‭your‬‭ass‬‭these‬‭three‬‭times?‬‭It‬‭is‬‭I‬‭who‬‭cameיהוה‬‭The‬‭messenger‬‭of‬
‭out as an adversary, for the errand is obnoxious to me.‬

‬‮בבא מציעא פה
י כֵ א בָ קָ י וְ בִּ רַ יהּ דְּ פֵ נְ כַ יהּ בְּ ישֵׁ רֵ יֵאּ לְ לְ ל תַּ זַ ה אֲ יטָ חִ שְׁ יהּ לִ טוּ לֵ מְ א מַ ווֹ קָ הֲ א דַּ לָ גְ הוּא עִ הָ יא דְּ אי הִ אוּ מַ ה בָּ עֲשֶׂ י מַ דֵ ל יְ ‬‮עַ

ין סּוּרִ יהּ יִ לֵ יתוֹ עֲ ם לֵ חֵ רַ א מְ א קָ לָ יל וְ י הוֹאִ רִ מְ תָּ אָ רְ ךְ נוֹצַ כָ יל לְ יהּ זִ ר לֵ מַ ‬‮אֲ
‭The Gemara stated that Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi’s suffering‬‭came‬‭upon him‬‭due to an incident. What‬
‭was that‬‭incident that led to his suffering? The Gemara‬‭answers‬‭that‬‭there was‬‭a certain calf that‬
‭was being led to slaughter.‬‭The calf‬‭went and hung‬‭its head on the corner of Rabbi‬‭Yehuda‬
‭HaNasi’s garment‬‭and was weeping.‬‭Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi‬‭said to it: Go,‬‭as‬‭you were created for‬
‭this‬‭purpose. It was‬‭said‬‭in Heaven:‬‭Since he was‬‭not compassionate‬‭toward the calf,‬‭let afflictions‬
‭come upon him.‬

הּ ר לַ מַ הוּ אֲ א לְ שָׁ נְ א כָ קָ א וְ תָּ כּוּשְׁ רְ י כַּ נֵ יָא בְּ דְ ה שָׁ וָ א הֲ יתָ י בֵּ בִּ רַ יהּ דְּ תֵ מְּ א אַ שָׁ נְ א כָ ה קָ וָ ד הֲ א חַ כוּ יוֹמָ לְ ה הָ עֲשֶׂ י מַ דֵ ל יְ עַ ‬‮וְ
יהּ לֵ ם עֲ חֵ רַ ם נְ חֵ רַ יל וּמְ רוּ הוֹאִ מַ יו אֲ עֲשָׂ ל מַ ל כׇּ יו עַ מָ חֲ רַ יב וְ תִ הוּ כְּ ינְ קִ בְ ‬‮שִׁ

‭The‬‭Gemara‬‭explains‬‭the‬‭statement:‬‭And‬‭left‬‭him‬‭due‬‭to‬‭another‬‭incident.‬‭One‬‭day,‬‭the‬
‭maidservant‬‭of‬‭Rabbi‬‭Yehuda‬‭HaNasi‬‭was‬‭sweeping‬‭his‬‭house.‬‭There‬‭were‬‭young‬‭weasels‬

‭[‬‭karkushta‬‭]‬‭lying‬‭about,‬‭and‬‭she‬‭was‬‭in‬‭the‬‭process‬‭of‬‭sweeping‬‭them‬‭out.‬‭Rabbi‬‭Yehuda‬‭HaNasi‬
‭said‬‭to‬‭her:‬‭Let‬‭them‬‭be,‬‭as‬‭it‬‭is‬‭written:‬‭“The‬‭Lord‬‭is‬‭good‬‭to‬‭all;‬‭and‬‭His‬‭mercies‬‭are‬‭over‬‭all‬

‭His‬‭works”‬‭(Psalms‬‭145:9).‬‭They‬‭said‬‭in‬‭Heaven:‬‭Since‬‭he‬‭was‬‭compassionate,‬‭we‬‭shall‬‭be‬
‭compassionate‬‭on‬‭him,‬‭and‬‭he‬



‭Shemot‬‭Rabbah‬‭2:2‬

‭Our‬‭teachers‬‭have‬‭said:‬‭Once,‬‭while‬‭Moses‬‭our‬‭Teacher‬‭was‬‭tending‬‭[his‬‭father-in-law]‬‭Yitro’s‬‭sheep,‬
‭one‬‭of‬‭the‬‭sheep‬‭ran‬‭away.‬‭Moses‬‭ran‬‭after‬‭it‬‭until‬‭it‬‭reached‬‭a‬‭small,‬‭shaded‬‭place.‬‭There,‬‭the‬‭lamb‬
‭came‬‭across‬‭a‬‭pool‬‭and‬‭began‬‭to‬‭drink.‬‭As‬‭Moses‬‭approached‬‭the‬‭lamb,‬‭he‬‭said,‬‭“I‬‭did‬‭not‬‭know‬‭you‬
‭ran‬‭away‬‭because‬‭you‬‭were‬‭thirsty.‬‭You‬‭are‬‭so‬‭exhausted!”‬‭He‬‭then‬‭put‬‭the‬‭lamb‬‭on‬‭his‬‭shoulders‬‭and‬
‭carried‬‭him‬‭back.‬‭The‬‭Holy‬‭One‬‭said,‬‭“Since‬‭you‬‭tend‬‭the‬‭sheep‬‭of‬‭human‬‭beings‬‭with‬‭such‬

‭overwhelming‬‭love‬‭-‬‭by‬‭your‬‭life,‬‭I‬‭swear‬‭you‬‭shall‬‭be‬‭the‬‭shepherd‬‭of‬‭My‬‭sheep,‬‭Israel‬”.‮‬

‭Maimonides Guide of the Perplexed (3, 17)‬

‭There‬ ‭is‬ ‭a‬ ‭rule‬ ‭laid‬ ‭down‬ ‭by‬ ‭our‬ ‭Sages‬ ‭that‬ ‭it‬ ‭is‬ ‭directly‬ ‭prohibited‬ ‭in‬ ‭the‬ ‭Law‬ ‭to‬ ‭cause‬‭pain‬‭to‬‭an‬
‭animal,‬‭and‬‭is‬‭based‬‭on‬‭the‬‭words:‬‭“Wherefore‬‭hast‬‭thou‬‭smitten‬‭thine‬‭ass?”‬‭etc.‬‭(Num.‬‭22:32).‬‭But‬‭the‬
‭object‬ ‭of‬ ‭this‬‭rule‬‭is‬‭to‬‭make‬‭us‬‭perfect;‬‭that‬‭we‬‭should‬‭not‬‭assume‬‭cruel‬‭habits:‬‭and‬‭that‬‭we‬‭should‬
‭not‬ ‭uselessly‬ ‭cause‬ ‭pain‬ ‭to‬ ‭others:‬ ‭that,‬ ‭on‬ ‭the‬ ‭contrary,‬ ‭we‬ ‭should‬ ‭be‬ ‭prepared‬ ‭to‬ ‭show‬ ‭pity‬ ‭and‬
‭mercy‬‭to‬‭all‬‭living‬‭creatures,‬‭except‬‭when‬‭necessity‬‭demands‬‭the‬‭contrary:‬‭“When‬‭thy‬‭soul‬‭longeth‬‭to‬
‭eat‬ ‭flesh,”‬ ‭etc.‬ ‭(Deut.‬ ‭12:20).‬ ‭We‬‭should‬‭not‬‭kill‬‭animals‬‭for‬‭the‬‭purpose‬‭of‬‭practising‬‭cruelty,‬‭or‬‭for‬
‭the purpose of play.‬

‭Sefer HaChinukh 451:3‬

‭It‬‭has‬‭also‬‭been‬‭said‬‭as‬‭to‬‭the‬‭reason‬‭for‬‭shechitah‬‭from‬‭the‬‭neck,‬‭and‬‭with‬‭a‬‭checked‬‭knife,‬‭that‬‭we‬‭not‬
‭cause‬‭more‬‭pain‬‭to‬‭an‬‭animal‬‭than‬‭is‬‭necessary.‬‭Because‬‭the‬‭Torah‬‭allowed‬‭people‬‭to‬‭eat‬‭animals‬‭and‬
‭[to‬ ‭use‬ ‭them[‬ ‭for‬ ‭all‬‭his‬‭needs,‬‭but‬‭not‬‭to‬‭pain‬‭them‬‭for‬‭no‬‭reason.‬‭The‬‭sages‬‭have‬‭already‬‭spoken‬‭at‬
‭length‬‭about‬‭the‬‭prohibition‬‭of‬‭harming‬‭animals‬‭in‬‭Bava‬‭Metzia‬‭32a,‬‭Shabbat‬‭128b,‬‭on‬‭the‬‭question‬‭of‬
‭whether it is forbidden from the Torah. And they concluded that apparently it is a Torah prohibition.‬

‭Sefer‬‭HaChinukh‬‭596‬

(‮‬‭1‬)‮‬‭To‬‭not‬‭muzzle‬‭an‬‭animal‬‭at‬‭the‬‭time‬‭of‬‭its‬‭work‬...:‮‬

(‮‬‭2‬)‮‬‭It‬‭is‬‭from‬‭the‬‭roots‬‭of‬‭the‬‭commandment‬‭[that‬‭it‬‭is]‬‭to‬‭teach‬‭ourselves‬‭that‬‭our‬‭souls‬‭be‬‭a‬‭good‬‭soul‬
‭that‬‭chooses‬‭what‬‭is‬‭right‬‭and‬‭clings‬‭to‬‭it‬‭and‬‭pursues‬‭kindness‬‭and‬‭mercy.‬‭And‬‭in‬‭our‬‭accustoming‬‭it‬
‭to‬‭this‬‭-‬‭even‬‭with‬‭animals‬‭that‬‭were‬‭only‬‭created‬‭to‬‭serve‬‭us,‬‭to‬‭be‬‭concerned‬‭for‬‭them‬‭to‬‭distribute‬‭to‬
‭them‬‭a‬‭portion‬‭of‬‭the‬‭toil‬‭of‬‭their‬‭flesh‬‭-‬‭the‬‭soul‬‭will‬‭take‬‭for‬‭itself‬‭the‬‭way‬‭of‬‭this‬‭habit;‬‭to‬‭do‬‭good‬‭to‬
‭people‬‭and‬‭to‬‭guard‬‭from‬‭taking‬‭access‬‭away‬‭from‬‭them‬‭for‬‭anything‬‭that‬‭is‬‭appropriate‬‭for‬‭them,‬‭and‬
‭to‬‭repay‬‭their‬‭reward‬‭according‬‭to‬‭all‬‭the‬‭good‬‭that‬‭they‬‭do‬‭and‬‭to‬‭satiate‬‭them‬‭with‬‭that‬‭upon‬‭which‬
‭they‬‭toiled.‬‭And‬‭it‬‭is‬‭fitting‬‭for‬‭the‬‭holy‬‭chosen‬‭nation‬‭to‬‭follow‬‭this‬‭way‬

‭Shulchan‬‭Arukh,‬‭Even‬‭HaEzer‬‭5:14‬

‭Rama:‬‭Anything‬‭needed‬‭for‬‭healing‬‭or‬‭other‬‭reasons,‬‭there‬‭is‬‭no‬‭prohibition‬‭of‬‭"causing‬‭pain‬‭to‬
‭animals"‬‭(Issur‬‭V'Heter‬‭Extended‬‭59).‬‭And‬‭therefore‬‭it‬‭is‬‭permitted‬‭to‬‭pluck‬‭the‬‭feathers‬‭of‬‭wild‬‭geese,‬
‭and‬‭there‬‭is‬‭no‬‭potential‬‭problem‬‭of‬‭"causing‬‭pain‬‭to‬‭animals"‬‭(Mahar"i‬‭105).‬‭Nevertheless,‬‭the‬‭world‬
‭withholds‬‭from‬‭it‬‭because‬‭of‬‭its‬‭cruelty‬



וֹ‬‮משלי י״ב:י׳ - תּ֑ מְ הֶ שׁ בְּ נֶ֣פֶ יק  דִּ עַ צַ֭ דֵ֣ י׃‬‮)י( יוֹ רִֽ  זָ כְ ים אַ עִ֗ שָׁ י רְ֝ מֵ֥  חֲ רַ וְֽ ‮‬

‭Proverbs‬‭12:10‬

‭A‬‭righteous‬‭man‬‭knows‬‭the‬‭needs‬‭of‬‭his‬‭beast‬‭,But‬‭the‬‭compassion‬‭of‬‭the‬‭wicked‬‭is‬‭cruelty‬.‮‬

‬‮תהילים קמ״ה

ם הֶ֖  ן־לָ וֹתֵ ה נֽ תָּ֤  אַ רוּ וְ בֵּ֑  שַׂ יךָ יְ לֶ֣  ל אֵ י־כֹ֭ ינֵ עֵֽ יךָ.... )טו(  ידֶ֗ סִ חֲ יךָ וַ֝ שֶׂ֑ עֲ ל־מַ וּךָ יי כָּ יו׃ )י( יוֹד֣ שָֽׂ עֲ ל־מַ ל־כָּ יו עַ מָ֗ חֲ רַ ל וְ֝ כֹּ֑ ‬‮)ט( טוֹב־יי לַ
וֹן׃ צֽ י רָ חַ֣ ל־ כָ יעַ לְ בִּ֖  שְׂ ךָ וּמַ דֶ֑  ת־יָ חַ אֶ תֵ֥ וֹ׃ )טז( פּוֹ תּֽ עִ ם בְּ לָ֣  כְ ת־אָ ‬‮אֶ

‭Psalms‬‭145‬

(‮‬‭9‬)‮‬‭Hashem‬‭is‬‭good‬‭to‬‭all,‬‭and‬‭His‬‭mercy‬‭is‬‭upon‬‭all‬‭His‬‭works.....(15)‬‭The‬‭eyes‬‭of‬‭all‬‭look‬‭to‬‭You‬
‭expectantly,‬‭and‬‭You‬‭give‬‭them‬‭their‬‭food‬‭when‬‭it‬‭is‬‭due.‬‭(16)‬‭You‬‭give‬‭it‬‭openhandedly,‬‭feeding‬
‭every‬‭creature‬‭to‬‭its‬‭heart’s‬‭content‬.‮‬


