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Hadran/Yafit Clymer

Interest and G-d fearing

Leviticus 25: 35-38

35 - If your Kkin, being in straits, come under your authority, and are held by you as though resident
aliens, let them live by your side:

36 - do not exact advance or accrued interest, but fear your God. Let your kin live by your side as
such.

37 - Do not lend your money at advance interest, nor give your food at accrued interest.

38 - I mi» am your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, to give you the land of Canaan, to
be your God.

Rashi on Leviticus 25: 36: 2
BUT BE AFRAID OF THY GOD — Because man’s thoughts are greatly attracted by 7noxn NN
the idea of taking interest and it comes difficult to him to keep aloof from it, so that he tries to

persuade himself that it is a legitimate act (lit., he decides for himself that it is a permissible matter) on
account of the fact that his money will otherwise remain unemployed, Scripture was compelled to
state: “But be afraid of thy God!”” Or take another case: If one pretends that his money belongs to a
non-Jew in order to be able to lend it to an Israelite in an ostensibly legitimate way. This is given only
to his heart and thoughts to know the real circumstances of the case; Scripture therefore was
.compelled to state “But be afraid of thy God!” (Bava Metzia 61b)

Sforno on Leviticus 25: 36:2

you are required to do this if the Lord has endowed you so that you are financially able , 70y 7NN >
alongside you, teaches what our sages termed “your own life ,710y to extend such loans. The word
takes precedence over that of your fellow.” (Baba Metzia 62
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Neshech and marbit are one in the same, as Leviticus 25: 37 states: ”Do not give him your money with
neshech and do not put forth your food at marbit.” And further on, Deuteronomy 23: 20 speaks of:
»Neshech from money, neshech from food, neshech from any substance that will accrue.”

Why is interest called neshech? Because it bites. It causes pain to one’s colleague and consumes his
flesh. Why did the Torah refer to it with two terms? So that one would commit a twofold transgression
when violating this prohibition.



Shevuot 39a:22

All of Israel are responsible [literally guarantors] for one another
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There are eight levels in charity, each level surpassing the other. The highest level beyond which
there is none is a person who supports a Jew who has fallen into poverty [by] giving him a present or
a loan, entering into partnership with him, or finding him work so that his hand will be fortified so
that he will not have to ask others [for alms]. Concerning this [Leviticus 25:35] states: "You shall
support him, the stranger, the resident, and he shall live among you." Implied is that you should
support him before he falls and becomes needy.
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Proverbs 22:7
And the borrower is a slave to the lender ,The rich rule the poor

Vayikra Rabbah 34:2

Another exposition of the verse, ”If your kinsman is in [financial] straits . . . 7 (Lev. 25: 39). It is written
in Scripture: ”One who is generous to the poor makes a loan to the Lord; He will repay what is due”
... (Prov. 19:17)

R. Tanhuma taught in the name of R. Hiyya b. Abba, R. Nahman taught in the name of R. Judan son
of R. Simeon, and our Rabbis taught in the name of R. Simeon b. Lakish: 7If not for a verse of
Scripture, it would be impossible to say this: as it were, it is usual for a borrower [i.e., God] to become
the servant of the lender; as it is written, . . . The borrower is a servant to the lender!”” (Prov. 22:7)

Mishnah Sanhedrin 3: 3

These are invalid: dice-players, usurers, pigeon-flyers, and sellers of Sabbatical goods

Ezekiel 18 5,8

Thus, if a certain man is righteous and does what is just and right:

if he has not lent at advance interest or exacted accrued interest; if he has abstained from wrongdoing
and executed true justice between one party and the other;
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[He] has lent at advance interest, or exacted accrued interest—shall he live? He shall not live! If he has
committed any of these abominations, he shall die; he has forfeited his life

Bava Metzia 61b: 6-7

8 Rava says: Why do I need the mention of the exodus from Egypt that the Merciful One wrote
in the context of the halakhot of the prohibition against interest (see Leviticus 25:37-38), and the
mention of the exodus from Egypt with regard to the mitzva to wear ritual fringes (see Numbers
15:39-41), and the mention of the exodus from Egypt in the context of the prohibition concerning
weights (see Leviticus 19:35-36)?

Rava explains: The Holy One, Blessed be He, said: I am He Who distinguished in Egypt
between the drop of seed that became a firstborn and the drop of seed that did not become a
firstborn, and | killed only the firstborn. I am also He Who is destined to exact punishment from
one who attributes ownership of his money to a gentile and thereby lends it to a Jew with
interest. Even if he is successful in deceiving the court, God knows the truth. And | am also He Who
is destined to exact punishment from one who buries his weights in salt, as this changes their
weight in a manner not visible to the eye. And | am also He Who is destined to exact punishment
from one who hangs ritual fringes dyed with indigo [kala ilan] dye on his garment and says it is
dyed with the sky-blue dye required in ritual fringes. The allusion to God’s ability to distinguish
between two apparently like entities is why the exodus is mentioned in all of these contexts.

Jerusalem Talmud Bava Metzia 5:8:2

Rav Yassa says... to teach you that anyone who lends at interest is a heretic



