Amira Le-Nokhri: Asking a Non-Jew to do Something for You that You May Not Do -
BM 90a

In discussing the prohibition of muzzling an animal as it does farm work, the Gemara asks
whether one may ask a non-Jew to muzzle the animal and work it instead. What is the logic
behind the prohibition to ask a non-Jew to perform an action for a Jew that the Jew herself may
not perform?

Questions? Comments? Email dinanddaf@gmail.com
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A dilemma was raised before the Sages: What is the halakha with regard to the possibility that a
person can say to a gentile: Muzzle my cow and thresh with it? Do we say that when we state
the principle that requesting of a gentile to perform for oneself a task forbidden to a Jew is
prohibited by a rabbinic decree, this matter applies only to Shabbat, when the performance of
labor is a prohibition that entails stoning, but with regard to muzzling, which is merely a regular
prohibition, giving an instruction of this kind to a gentile is not prohibited; or perhaps there is no
difference between the prohibitions of Shabbat and other prohibitions in this regard?
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You shall celebrate a sacred occasion on the first day, and a sacred occasion on the seventh
day; no work at all shall be done on them; only what every person is to eat, that alone may be
prepared for you.
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No work at all shall be done on them - You shall not do, nor shall your friend, nor shall a
non-Jew do your work. Do you say so, or perhaps just you and your friend (=fellow Jew) may
not do, but a non-Jew may do your work? Therefore, Scripture teaches (Shemot 35:2), “For 6
days labor shall be done, and on the seventh day it shall be consecrated for you (plural), a day
of rest for God, all who do labor on that it shall die.” Thus, you learn, “no works shall be done on
them” - neither you, nor your friend, nor a Jew may do your work, per R. Yoshiyah.
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One who was traveling on Shabbat eve and night fell gives their money pouch to a gentile.
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What is the reason that the Sages permitted the Jew to give their pouch to a gentile? Is it not
prohibited for a Jew to ask a gentile to perform a prohibited labor on Shabbat?
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Doesn’t the gentile become the Jew’s emissary to carry the pouch on Shabbat?
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It is forbidden for us to tell a gentile to perform work on the Sabbath on our behalf, although they
are not commanded [to observe] the Sabbath. [This applies] even when the instructions were
conveyed to them before the Sabbath and we do not require [the products of] their work until
after the Sabbath.
The above is forbidden as a Rabbinical prohibition to prevent the people from regarding the
Sabbath lightly, lest they perform [forbidden] labor themselves.
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If you refrain from trampling the sabbath,
From pursuing your affairs on My holy day;
If you call the sabbath “delight,”
GOD ’s holy day “honored”;
And if you honor it and go not your ways
Nor look to your affairs, nor strike bargains—
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1. The Laws of Shabbat as it relates to Speech, 22 Seifim:

Ve’daber davar” (teaches us) that one’s manner of speech on Shabbos must not be the same
as one’s manner of speech on a weekday. Therefore, it is prohibited to say 'l will do such and
such tomorrow' or 'l will purchase this and this merchandise tomorrow'. Even idle talk should be
curbed. RAMA: People who enjoy hearing stories or the latest news may speak these things on



Shabbos but one who does not enjoy them may not speak them for the sake of giving pleasure
to someone else.
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2. It is prohibited to hire workers or to ask a Gentile to hire workers on Shabbos, even if the Jew
only requires the work to be done after Shabbos. This is because everything that one is
forbidden to do it is forbidden to tell a Gentile to do. It is also prohibited to ask a Gentile before
Shabbos to do something on Shabbos. Nevertheless one is permitted to say to him after
Shabbos “why did you not do so and so last Shabbos”, even though he will understand that one
wishes he should do that particular Melacha next Shabbos.



