Not Taking Interest - sure. Not giving it - why not?

Similar to ona’at mammon, in which neither the consumer nor the seller may perform it
(consumer can’t underpay; seller can’t overcharge), the prohibition of taking interest applies to
both borrower and lender (borrower can’t give it; lender can’t charge/accept it). How does this

factor impact our understanding of what the prohibition of interest (ribit) is all about?

Questions? Comments? Email dinanddaf@gmail.com
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...as we learned in a mishna (75b): And these individuals violate the prohibition of interest: The
lender, and the borrower, the guarantor, and the witnesses. The Gemara asks: Granted, with
regard to all of them, i.e., the lender, the borrower, and the guarantor, it is understood that they
violate the prohibition, as they performed an action. But with regard to the witnesses, what did
they do to render themselves liable? Rather, isn’t it correct to conclude from the mishna that the
appraisal of an item’s value is a significant matter? Since the mishna states that the witnesses,
whose testimony enables appraisal, participate in the transgression, this proves that appraisal is
significant. The Gemara affirms: Conclude from the mishna that this is so.
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If you lend money to My people, to the poor among you, do not act toward them as a creditor;
exact no interest from them.
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If your kin, being in straits, come under your authority, and are held by you as though resident
aliens, let them live by your side:
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do not exact advance or accrued interest, but fear your God. Let your kin live by your side as
such.
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You shall not deduct interest from loans to your fellow Israelites, whether in money or food or
anything else that can be deducted as interest;
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but you may deduct interest from loans to foreigners. Do not deduct interest from loans
to your fellow Israelites, so that your God nin' may bless you in all your undertakings in
the land that you are about to enter and possess.
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That we not give a hand between the borrower and the creditor with interest
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It is from the roots of this commandment [that it is] because the good God desired the
settlement of His people which He chose. And therefore He commanded to remove the obstacle
from their path, that one should not swallow up the wealth of his friend without his [even] feeling
it, until he finds his house empty of all good. As this is the way of interest, and the matter is
well-known, and that is why it is called, “bite (neshekh).” And in the avoidance of this matter by
the guarantor, the scribe and the witnesses, [other] people will [also] avoid it. And the rest of its
details are in [Bava] Metzia. (See Tur, Yoreh Deah 160.)
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