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Rav Yehuda says that Rav says: Truly, ilSfinanisienembereaiorthezooanand

Initially, whoever had a father would have his father teach him Torah, and
whoever did not have a father would not learn Torah at all. The Gemara explains:
They interpreted the verse that states: “And you shall teach them [ofam] to your
sons” (Deuteronomy 11:19), to mean: And you yourselves [atem] shall teach, i.c.,

When the Sages saw that not everyone was capable of teaching their children and
Torah study was declining, _ an ordinance that teachers of children
should be established in Jerusalem. They interpreted the verse: “For Torah
emerges from Zion” (Isaiah 2:3). But still, whoever had a father, his father
ascended with him to Jerusalem and had him taught, but whoever did not have a
father, he did not ascend and learn.

Therefore, the Sages instituted an ordinance that teachers of children should be
established in one city in each and every region |pelekh]. And they brought the
students in at the age of sixteen and at the age of seventeen.

But as the students were old and had not yet had any formal education, a student
whose teacher grew angry at him would rebel against him and leave.

This state of affairs continued _ and instituted an
ordinance that teachers of children should be established in each and every
province and in each and every town, and they would bring the children in to learn
at the age of six and at the age of seven.

With regard to the matter at hand, since this system was established for the masses,
the neighbors cannot prevent a scholar from teaching Torah in the courtyard.
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Deuteronomy 6:7

And you shall teach them diligently to your children, you shall speak of them when
you sit in your home, and when you walk along the way, and when you lie down, and
when you rise up
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The Gemara comments: According to this interpretation, we learn in this mishna that
which the Sages taught in a baraita: A father is obligated with regard to his son to
circumcise him, and to redeem him if he is a firstborn son who must be redeemed
by payment to a priest, and to teach him Torah, and to marry him to a woman,
and to teach him a trade.
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Simeon ben Shetah decreed three things: ... And that children have to go to school
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And in such a terrible time, Shimon ben Shetah saw that there is no cure for the rift
among his people except in the education of faith and Torah for the children of Beit
.Rabban... so that they too will not be washed away... in the Sadducean stream
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»From then on 7the government itself appoints teachers and admits students to schools
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Mishneh Torah, Torah Study 2:2

School children should not be rendered idle even for the sake of building the Holy...
Temple



'N: 2 NN THN MHYND ,NNN NIVN

DYZIN TY NYNNI DAY 5Y DD Y7 . TNN TH2 DX DXTH NIPI»H NYNN DY (M)
PPN OTHZN MY DN PTRYD DOYIIN DY MNP PR 0TIV WID7 DX 10y PYIN

Mishneh Torah, Torah Study 2:5

Twenty-five children should be the maximum number for one teacher to instruct. If (5)
there be more than twenty-five children but not exceeding forty, an assistant should be
appointed to help him in giving them instructions; if the number exceeds forty
.children, two teachers should be appointed.5Baba Batra, 21b. C
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Rav Hamnuna said: Jerusalem was destroyed only because schoolchildren there were
interrupted from studying Torah
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Arukh HaShulchan, Yoreh De’ah 245:9-10

...One must hire a tutor for their son unless they are teaching them themselves

But the son of one’s fellow - one is not obligated to pay for him on his own, but rather
....the community of residents is to make a Talmud Torah, as I have written

And for one’s grandson, great-grandson - we force him to pay for his studies when he
...1s able to and the child’s parents are not able to, or if he doesn’t have parents

And thus, we force all city residents to establish/maintain a Talmud Torah, to place
tutors there to teach the poor and orphan children. And we force this that everyone
should give a donation or from the communal fund. And every city that does not have a
... Talmud Torah - it’s end will be in destruction and we should separate from it

And this was the custom across all of Israel - that there would be Talmud Torah
schools, and the poor and orphan kids would go there, and the school would feed and
dress the kids until they matured
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And know that although the main mitzvot of Talmud Torah rests on the fathers of the
students, never the less, the teachers who know how to teach Torah to the infants, and



have become experts in the profession of learning Torah, also have the duty to teach
Torah to the children of Israel. And as Rambam ruled: (Halchot Talmud Torah Chapter
1, Halachah 2) Just as a man is obliged to teach his son Torah, so he is obliged to teach
his son’s son, as it is said, And tell them to your sons and your sons’ sons’”
(Deuteronomy 4: 9), and not His son and his son only, but it is a commandment for
every wise man of Israel to teach all the students Torah, even though they are not his
sons, as it is said: and you shall teach it to your sons, from the word of mouth they
..learned, your sons are your students, that the students are called sons



