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To engage in Trading Faithfully
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The Gemara asks: Is that to say that because one determined to buy the produce,
even though he says nothing and performs no act of acquisition, he acquires the
produce and becomes obligated in tithes? Rav Hoshaya said: Here, we are dealing
with a buyer who is God-fearing, such as Rav Safra, who himself fulfilled the
.(verse: “And speaks truth in his heart” (Psalms 15:2
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The Gemara relates: Buyers gave money to Rav Kahana to purchase linen. §
Ultimately, the price of linen increased. Rav Kahana came before Rav to ask his
opinion. Rav said to him: Give them a quantity of linen equivalent in value to the
money that you received, and concerning the rest, your verbal commitment is
merely a statement, and reneging on a verbal commitment that was unaccompanied
.by an act of acquisition does not constitute an act of bad faith

The Gemara comments: This is as it was stated: There is an amoraic dispute with
regard to reneging on a verbal commitment that was unaccompanied by an act of
acquisition. Rav says: It does not constitute an act of bad faith. And Rabbi

.Yohanan says: It constitutes an act of bad faith

0. MIVYN MHYN B”INI

If [a potential purchaser] was selecting and setting aside, selecting and setting aside,
even if he did so the entire day and even if he made up his mind to purchase the
produce, he is not obligated to tithe it. If he is a God-fearing person, from the time he
made up his mind, he should tithe it. Afterwards, if he desires to return it to the seller,
.he may return it
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He who lives without blame, who does what is right, and in his heart acknowledges the
; truth
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He speaks the truth in his heart that his faith should not be from the tongue and to the
outside, because the fence of faith is the agreement of the heart with what he puts out
: with his lips
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He who walks uprightly and works righteousness. He who walks uprightly is the Holy
One, Blessed be He, as it is said, "The Rock, His work is perfect” (Deuteronomy 32:4).
And he who works righteousness is the Holy One, Blessed be He, as it is said, ”For the
Lord is righteous; He loves righteous deeds” (Psalms 11: 7). And he who speaks truth is
the Holy One, Blessed be He, as it is said, ”But the Lord is the true God” (Jeremiah
.(10:10
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Another thing is to be innocent This refers to Abraham, as it is said (Genesis 17: 1),
nWalk before Me and be innocent.” And to do righteousness This is Isaac, whose
actions were righteous and who gave his life for God. And to speak truth This is Jacob,
».as it is said (Micah 7: 20), 7Y ou will give truth to Jacob, you will not lie to him
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The Gemara analyzes these verses: “He who walks wholeheartedly”; this is
referring to one who conducts himself like our forefather Abraham, as it is written
.(concerning him: “Walk before Me and be wholehearted” (Genesis 17:1
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Works righteousness”; this is referring to one such as Abba Hilkiyyahu, a laborer*
who would not pause from his labor even to greet people; he righteously continued
.working

And speaks truth in his heart”; this is referring* .X799 27 113 — 712252 RN 12T
to one such as Rav Safra
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You should realize that the aim and value of the duties of the heart is that our exterior
and interior be equal and consistent in the service of G-d, so that the testimony of the
heart, tongue, and limbs be alike, and that they support and confirm each other instead
.of differing and contradicting each other
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Now, behold, all the mitzvot can be categorized into three ways: firstly, through belief
in the heart; secondly, through speech; and thirdly, through action. Each mitzvah is
fundamentally based on one of these aspects. If a mitzvah is dependent on speech or
.action, it still requires belief in the heart. Without it, everything is in vain and futile
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And 7[I have returned to Zion, and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: ] and Jerusalem
shall be called the City of Truth” (Zecharia 8: 3) - to magnify its importance. And our
sages of blessed memory said (Makot 24a): »"who speaks truth in his heart’ (Tehilim
15:2), like Rav Safra...” To teach you just how far-reaching the obligation of truth
.extends
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.The sages forbade a Torah scholar to alter his word except for three things
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Truth is one of the pillars upon which the world stands (Avot 1: 18). Therefore, one who
speaks falsehood is as if he removes the foundation of the world, and conversely, one
.who is scrupulous on the truth, it is as if he upholds the foundation of the world



