R. Akiva and R. Yishmael: The Original Rabbinic Rivals
In this shiur, we will examine the different schools of thought presented by R. Akiva and R.
Yishmael - their theologies, ways of reading Torah, and their beliefs about how Torah relates to
human beings. Their debates shed light on some of the most fundamental questions about living
a Jewish life!

Questions? Comments? Email dinanddaf@gmail.com
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And because you expound upon an extraneous “vav” in the word “nal,” we should give this
woman the capital punishment of serefah?
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But the person, whether citizen or stranger, who acts defiantly reviles God; that person shall be
cut off from among the people.
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Because it was the word of God that was spurned and [God’s] commandment that was violated,
that person shall be cut off—and bears the guilt.
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Cut off in this world and cut off in the next, per R. Akiva. R. Yishmael said to him: Once the
Torah says, “the person will be cut off,” it is a third mention of karet - does this imply three
worlds? Rather, what is the meaning of the double language of karet? The Torah speaks in
human phrasing.
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(Ibid. 20:15) "And all the people saw the sounds and the lightnings": They saw what was visible
and heard what was audible. These are the words of R. Yishmael. R. Akiva says: They saw and
heard what was audible.

yan e

nD-D:0 K 5

.....



When you enter the land and plant any tree for food, you shall regard its fruit as forbidden.
Three years it shall be forbidden for you, not to be eaten.
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In the fourth year all its fruit shall be set aside for jubilation before God;
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and only in the fifth year may you use its fruit—that its yield to you may be increased: | Hashem
am your God.
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And in the fifth year you may eat its fruit, that its yield to you may be increased (Lev.
19:25) — R. Akiva says: The Torah spoke on account of the yetzer, so that a person will
not say: for four years | have troubled myself for nothing! Hence, it is said: that its yield to you
may be increased.
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| will drive out nations from your path and enlarge your territory; no one will covet your land
when you go up to appear before your God three times a year.
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| will drive out nations from your path[and]...no one will covet your land (Ex. 34:24) —the Torah
spoke on account of the yetzer, so that Israel will not say, “How can we leave our land, our
homes, our fields, and our vineyard and make pilgrimage, lest others come and dwell in our
places?” Therefore, the blessed Holy One guaranteed them: no one will covet your land when
you go up to appear.
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Do not make for yourself a graven image...or any image...do not plant for yourself an
asherah...any tree...a figured stone...gods of silver...gods of gold...etc., etc. Scripture
pursued the yetzer ha-ra this extensively so as not to give it a justification for idolatry.
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My rules alone shall you observe, and faithfully follow My laws: | Hashem am your God.
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My rules shall you observe (Lev. 18:4) — this refers to matters that are written in the Torah but if
they had not been written, it would have been logical to write them...And faithfully follow my
statutes — these are matters that are written in the Torah against which the yetzer ha-ra argues
and the nations of the world argue...In this regard, Scripture says, | am the Lord (Lev. 18:4) — |
have made these statutes and you have no right to argue against them.
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He (=Rabbi Akiva) would say: Beloved is "adam" ("a person"), who was created in an image, an
extraordinary love is known to the human since the human was created m God's image (as it
says, "for in God's image, God made the person” [Gen 9 6])
Beloved are [the people] Israel, who were called children of God. An extraordinary love is known
to them since they were called God's children (as it says "Children are you to the Lord your
God" [Deut 14:1]). Beloved are the people of Israel that they were given a charmed implement.
And extraordinary love is known to them, for they were given a charmed implement with which
the world was created (as it says, “For | have given you a good ‘item,” do not forsake My
‘Torah.” [Proverbs 4:2]).
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Beloved are [the people] Israel for when God gives them a nickname, God names them priests
as it says "And you shall be called the priests of the Lord" (Isa 61:6).

Beloved are [the priests] Israel for when God gives them a nickname, God names them none
other than ministering angels, as it says "For the lips of the priest keep knowledge and they
seek teaching at his mouth for he is the angel of the Lord" (Mal. 2:7) At the time that Torah
comes from his mouth he is like an angel, when [it does] not, he is like a beast and an animal



that knows not its creator Beloved is Torah, for when David the King of Israel asked, he asked
only Torah Thus it says "You are good and do good, teach me your laws" (Ps 119:68) Your good
has been ample to all who come into the world, let your good be ample to me and teach me
your laws.



