nMIna 0o n7an: What does it mean?

The Gemara treats this infraction with utmost severity. But what does it mean? The answer may
surprise you!

Questions? Comments? Email dinanddaf@gmail.com
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"One who dishonors a Torah scholar —this is the one who reveals faces in the Torah not
according to halacha...
What does it mean to reveal faces in the Torah? It is like Manasseh, son of Hezekiah...who
revealed faces in the Torah.
Rav and Rabbi Chanina said: This refers to one who dishonors a Torah scholar.
Rabbi Yochanan and Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: This refers to one who dishonors their
friend in front of a Torah scholar...
For example, those who say: 'What do the rabbis gain for us? For him, they read; for him, they
teach.'
Abaye said to him: This too is considered revealing faces in the Torah."
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The Sages taught in a baraita that with regard to the verse: “But the person who acts
high-handedly, whether he is born in the land, or a stranger, that person blasphemes the Lord”
(Numbers 15:30), this is a reference to Manasseh ben Hezekiah, king of Israel, who would sit
and teach flawed interpretations of Torah narratives.
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Manasseh said: But did Moses need to write only insignificant matters that teach nothing, for
example: “And Lotan’s sister was Timna” (Genesis 36:22), or: “And Timna was concubine to
Eliphaz, son of Esau” (Genesis 36:12), or: “And Reuben went in the days of the wheat harvest
and found duda’im in the field” (Genesis 30:14)? A Divine Voice emerged and said to him: “You
sit and speak against your brother; you slander your own mother’s son. These things you have



done, and should | have kept silence, you would imagine that | was like you, but | will reprove
you, and set the matter before your eyes” (Psalms 50:20-21). The verses in the Torah are not
empty matters, with regard to which you can decide their import.
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But the person, whether citizen or stranger, who acts defiantly reviles nin'; that person shall be
cut off from among the people.
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Because it was the word of God that was spurned and [God’s] commandment that was violated,
that person shall be cut off—and bears the guilt.
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"And the soul that acts with a high hand, this is the one who reveals faces in the Torah, like
Manasseh son of Hezekiah. (He blasphemes the Lord) who sat and expounded the errant
interpretation. He said: 'lt was unnecessary for the Torah to write: And Reuben went during the
wheat harvest' or 'lt was unnecessary to write: The sister of Lotan, Timna...'

Another explanation: 'For he despises the word of the Lord'—this is the one who reveals faces
in the Torah. 'And breaks His commandment'—this is the one who breaks the covenant of flesh."
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Rabbi Elazar of Modiin said: one who profanes sacred things, and one who despises the
festivals, and one who causes his fellow’s face to blush in public, and one who annuls the
covenant of our father Abraham, may he rest in peace, and he who is contemptuous towards
the Torah, even though he has to his credit [knowledge of the] Torah and good deeds, he has
not a share in the world to come.
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For this is not a trifling thing for you: it is your very life; through it you shall long endure on the
land that you are to possess upon crossing the Jordan.
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(Devarim 32:47) "For it is not an empty thing for you; for it is your life, and by this thing you shall
prolong days": There is nothing empty in the Torah, for which, if you fulfill it, you will not be
rewarded in this world, with the principal remaining for the world to come. Know this to be so, for
they said: Why is it written (Bereshith 36:22) "And the sister of Lotan was Timna," and (/bid.
36:12) "And Timna was a concubine to Elifaz (the son of Esav)"? Because she said: "l am not
worthy of being his wife; (at least) let me be his concubine." Why all this? To apprise us of the
greatness of our father Abraham
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Timna was a concubine of Esau’s son Eliphaz; she bore Amalek to Eliphaz. Those were the
descendants of Esau’s wife Adah.
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The Boethusians said, "We complain against you, Pharisees. Just as the [inheritance rights of
the] daughter of my son are derived from the rights of my son which are derived from his rights,
behold, [with respect to] the inheritance of my daughter which are derived from my own rights, is
it not logical that she should inherit me?" He said to them, "No. If you say that with respect to the
daughter of the son, that she shares [the inheritance] with her brothers, what would you say
regarding a daughter who does not share [the inheritance] with her brothers?"
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11... For they are not reckoned in His Covenant. They have neither inquired
nor sought after Him concerning His laws that they might know the hidden
things in which they have sinfully erred,;

12. and matters revealed they have treated with insolence. Therefore

Wrath shall rise up to condemn, and Vengeance shall be executed by the
curses of the Covenant, and great chastisement of

13. eternal destruction shall be visited on them, leaving no remnant....
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