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Mishnah Makkot 1:10

A Sanhedrin that would execute somebody once in seven years would be considered

destructive. Rabbi Elazar Ben Azariah says: "Once in seventy years." Rabbi Tarfon and Rabbi
Akiva said: "If we were on the Sanhedrin, nobody would have ever been executed." Rabban
".Shim'on Ben Gamliel said: "They too would have increased violence in Israel
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Sanhedrin 37b:2

GEMARA: The Sages taught in a baraita: How does the court describe testimony based on
conjecture? The court says to the witnesses: Perhaps you saw this man about whom you are
testifying pursuing another into a ruin, and you pursued him and found a sword in his hand,
dripping with blood, and the one who was ultimately killed was convulsing. If you saw only this, it is
.as if you saw nothing, and you cannot testify to the murder
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Sanhedrin 56a:24

The Sages taught: The descendants of Noah, i.e., all of humanity, were commanded to observe
seven mitzvot: Establishing courts of judgment; prohibition of blasphemy; idol worship; forbidden
.sexual relations; murder, robbery; and eating a limb from a living animal
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Bava Metzia 83b

They brought Rabbi Elazar, son of Rabbi Shimon, to the authorities who appointed him to this

task, and he proceeded to arrest thieves. Rabbi Yehoshua ben Korha sent Rabbi Elazar, son of
Rabbi Shimon, the following message: You are vinegar, son of wine, i.e., you are wicked in
comparison




to your father, the righteous Rabbi Shimon, just as vinegar is spoiled wine. Until when will you
inform on the nation of our God to be sentenced to execution by a gentile king’s court? Rabbi
Elazar, son of Rabbi Shimon, sent a message back to him: | am merely eradicating thorns from the

vineyard, i.e., | am removing the wicked from the Jewish people. Rabbi Yehoshua ben Korha sent
back to him: Let the Owner of the vineyard, i.e., God, come and eradicate His own thorns. It is not
.your place to do this
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Shabbat 10a

Any judge who judges a true judgment truthfully, even if he sits in judgment only one hour, the
verse ascribes to him as if he became a partner to the Holy One, Blessed be He, in the act of
Creation. This conclusion is derived by means of a verbal analogy [gezera shava]: It is written
here: “And the people stood over Moses from the morning until the evening.” And it is written

.(there, in the act of Creation: “And it was evening and it was morning, one day” (Genesis 1:5
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Berakhot 58a

.Rabbi Sheila ordered that a man who had relations with a gentile woman be flogged

That man went to inform the king and said: There is one man among the Jews who renders
[ludgment without the king’s authority [harmana

.The king sent a messenger [peristaka] for Rabbi Sheila to bring him to trial

When Rabbi Sheila came, they said to him: Why did you order flogging for this man? He
.said to them: Because he had relations with a female donkey

According to Persian law this was an extremely heinous crime, so they said to him: Do you
have witnesses that he did so? He replied: Yes, and Elijah the prophet came and appeared
.as a person and testified

They said to Rabbi Sheila: If so, he is liable for the death penalty; why did you not sentence
him to death? He replied: Since the day we were exiled from our land we do not have the
.authority to execute, but you, do with him as you wish
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Bava Kamma 117a

The Gemara relates another incident: There was a certain man who desired to show
another individual’s straw to the gentile authorities, who would seize it. He came before
Rav, who said to him: Do not show it and do not show it, i.e., you are absolutely prohibited
from showing it. The man said to him: | will show it and | will show it, i.e., | will certainly
show it. Rav Kahana was sitting before Rav, and, hearing the man’s disrespectful response,
.he dislodged the man’s neck from him, i.e., he broke his neck and killed him

Rav then said to Rav Kahana: Kahana, until now there were Persian rulers who were not
particular about bloodshed. But now there are Greeks who are particular about bloodshed,
.and they will say: Murder [meradin], murder, and they will press charges against you
Therefore, get up and ascend to Eretz Yisrael
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They established that they wikk kill at the "Regel"... 'Death shall be put onto thee/ is a death that"
was sentenced to him by a court of law. How do you know they strike him with stones, arrows, and
spears? It is Learn to say 'death shall be put onto thee' from every side. It only happened when the
Sanhedrin is in place, what is the law when the Sanhedrin is not in place? If a person is liable to
"be stoned, his house falls on him, or an animal drags him
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Mishnah Sanhedrin 7:1

Four [forms] of capital punishment were given over to the courts: stoning, burning, (1)
decapitation, and strangulation. Rabbi Shimon says, burning, stoning, strangulation, and
.decapitation
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Mishnah Sanhedrin 4:5




How do we inspire awe in the witnesses in a capital case? We bring them in [to the court's (5)
chambers] and press them: "Perhaps what you say [isn't eyewitness testimony] is but your own
assessment, or from rumors, or you're witnessing an actual witness testify, or your reporting what
a trustworthy said. Or perhaps you were unaware that by the end we'd interrogate you, with
examination and inquiry. Know that capital cases are not like monetary ones. In monetary cases,
[a false witness] can return the money and achieve atonement. But in capital cases, the blood of
.[the victim [and all his future offspring hang upon you until the end of time

For thus we find in regard to Cain, who killed his brother, "The bloods of your brother scream out!"
(Genesis 4:10) - the verse does not say blood of your brother, but bloods of your brother, because
I[it was his blood and also the blood of his future offspring [screaming out

It was for this reason that man was first created as one person [Adam], to teach you that anyone"
who destroys a life is considered by Scripture to have destroyed an entire world; and anyone who
".saves a life is as if he saved an entire world

And also, to express the grandeur of The Holy One [blessed be He]: For a man strikes many coins
from the same die, and all the coins are alike. But the King, the King of Kings, The Holy One
[blessed be He] strikes every man from the die of the First Man, and yet no man is quite like his
friend

Therefore, every person must say, “For my sake the world was created.” [The judges' speech
continues:] "Maybe you [the witnesses] will now say, 'What do we need this, and all this anxiety for
[let's not come forward even with true testimony]!' But Scripture has already spoken: "If he be a
witness - having seen or known - if he does not express it, he shall bear his sin." (Lev. 5:1) Maybe
you will now say, 'What do we need this, to be responsible for another man's death?' But Scripture
"(has already spoken: "When the wicked are destroyed there is rejoicing." (Prov. 11:10
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He used to say: Beloved is man for he was created in the image [of God]. Especially beloved is he
for it was made known to him that he had been created in the image [of God], as it is said: “for in
the image of God He made man” (Genesis 9:6). Beloved are Israel in that they were called
children to the All-Present. Especially beloved are they for it was made known to them that they
are called children of the All-Present, as it is said: “you are children to the Lord your God”
(Deuteronomy 14:1). Beloved are Israel in that a precious vessel was given to them. Especially
beloved are they for it was made known to them that the desirable instrument, with which the
world had been created, was given to them, as it is said: “for | give you good instruction; forsake
.(not my teaching” (Proverbs 4:2



