11'0 'nn ™1 yavin - What does this mean? Week 1 - Shevuot 22b

The Gemara mentions the concept of a person being already under oath to keep the
mitzvot from Har Sinai. This leads to any oath one makes to keep or not to keep mitzvot
to be considered a futile oath. But where does this concept of 11'0 "nn Tivi yawin come

from, and what deeper meaning does it offer about the permanence of the covenant

between God and Israel?

Questions? Comments? Email dinanddaf@gmail.com
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The Gemara suggests: Come and hear proof from a mishna (22b): With regard to one who said:
On my oath | will not eat, and then ate the meat of unslaughtered carcasses or tereifot,
repugnant creatures or creeping animals, he is liable. And Rabbi Shimon deems him exempt.
And we discussed it: Why is he liable for violating his oath when he eats non-kosher food? He is
already under oath from Mount Sinai not to eat forbidden food, and an oath cannot take effect to
prohibit that which is already forbidden. Rav and Shmuel and Rabbi Yohanan all say that this is
a case where he incorporates into the oath that he will not eat some permitted items, along with
the statement concerning the forbidden items. Since the oath takes effect with regard to the
permitted items, it extends also to the forbidden ones.
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§ The mishna teaches: How so? Examples are if one said: On my oath | will give so-and-so
some item, or: On my oath | will not give it to him. What is the case of an oath in which he says:
| will give? If we say that he takes an oath that he will give charity to a poor person, that is not
an oath that takes effect, since he is under oath from Mount Sinai to give charity, as it is stated
with regard to a poor person: “You shall give him” (Deuteronomy 15:10).
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And the priest administer an oath to her (Numbers 5:19), this is the oath that they swore to keep
the Torah, as it is written (Exodus 24:8): "Behold, it is the blood of the covenant which the Lord
has made, etc., - and there is no covenant without an oath."
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Moses took the blood and dashed it on the people and said, “This is the blood of the covenant
that the Lord now makes with you concerning all these commands.”
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The one who is sworn from Mount Sinai is counted among "Cursed who does not establish the
words of this Torah"
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After you have crossed the Jordan, the following shall stand on Mount Gerizim when the
blessing for the people is spoken: Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Joseph, and Benjamin.
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And for the curse, the following shall stand on Mount Ebal: Reuben, Gad, Asher, Zebulun, Dan,
and Naphtali.
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The Levites shall then proclaim in a loud voice to all the people of Israel:...
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Cursed be whoever will not uphold the terms of this Teaching and observe them.—And all the
people shall say, Amen.
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These are the terms of the covenant which the Lord commanded Moses to conclude with the
Israelites in the land of Moab, in addition to the covenant which was made with them at Horeb.
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...They administer to the person the oath stated in the Torah, as it says, ‘l will make you swear
by the Lord, God of heaven and God of earth’ (Gen. 24:3).

They say: Know that it is not according to your own heart’s terms we administer the oath, but
according to the terms in the heart of the court we administer the oath. And so we find when
Moshe administered the oath to Israel in the plains of Moav, he said to them: It is not according
to your own heart’s terms do | administer this oath, but according to the terms in my heart, as it
is said: ‘And not with you alone’ etc. (Deut. 29:13). ‘But with those who stand here with us’
(Deut. 29:14).



He knows only you, how do we know that the future generations and the converts

who will join? As it says, aid: ‘Not with you only... and also those who are not here with us this
day’ (ibid).

I know only the commandments Israel was commanded on Mount Sinai, how do we know to
include reading Megillah? [Scripture] teaches, saying: ‘They established and they accepted etc.
so it should not fail’ (Esther 9:27).
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You stand this day, all of you, before your God the Lord—your tribal heads, your elders, and
your officials, every householder in Israel,

your children, your wives, even the stranger within your camp, from woodchopper to
waterdrawer—
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to enter into the covenant of your God the Lord, which your God the Lord is concluding with you
this day, with its sanctions;

70¥'7 DNNARY I'HIANT VAW TUKD| 177127 WND DA-KY A7 i) DYY 71 DD AnR-Dn vaY A

VLY

in order to establish you this day as God’s people and in order to be your God, as promised you
and as sworn to your fathers Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
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I make this covenant, with its sanctions, not with you alone,
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but both with those who are standing here with us this day before our God the Lord and with
those who are not with us here this day.
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...And the commentators have wrote much in trying to understand the matter, how could the
ancestors accept a debt for their descendants? ... There are several explanations:
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a)...all the souls that would be in the bodies of the Israelites were at the covenant of Mount
Horeb and the covenant of the plains of Moab, and those souls accepted to be keepers of the



Torah. And although the soul cannot keep the Torah apart from the body, did not the ancestors
of the bodies that were then accept and undertake upon them...
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b) The question of whether they can also accept for their children after them is only for
something that is a debt to them, but for something that is a merit and a good to them, they can
certainly accept upon them and for their merit...
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c) Because the Lord creates all of reality and invents all souls, and in God’s hand is the soul of
every living thing, and if God removes Divine Providence for a moment, all of creation will be
null and void, and if God commands something, is it possible that the creator needs to consent
to it?
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The Jews undertook and irrevocably obligated themselves and their descendants, and all who
might join them, to observe these two days in the manner prescribed and at the proper time
each year.
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Come and hear a baraita: And so we found that when Moses administered an oath to Israel that
they would keep the Torah (see Deuteronomy 29:9-12), he said to them: Know that | am not
administering this oath according to your understanding but according to the understanding of
the Omnipresent and according to my understanding. And why not let him simply say to them:
Keep that which God said?...
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Rather, Moses administered the oath in this manner so that there would not be any possibility of
the nullification of their oath.
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The previous subject: R. Yehoshua b. Levi said: In three instances the earthly court ruled and
the heavenly court agreed to it on their account. And they are: Reading the Megillah, bringing
tithes and greeting one’s fellow with God’s name. Reading the Megillah: as it is written, “and the
Jews established and accepted (Esther 9:27)” — they established above what was accepted
below.”



