Korban Oleh Ve’Yored - Making Korbanot Affordable? Shavuot 2a

The first mishnah in Shevuot discusses the korban oleh ve’'yored, a korban chatat that is
brought of different food material depending on one’s finances. For what averot can this
korban be given, and what is the logic behind it? Does it offer us larger ideas about
korbanot, avera or religious life generally?

Questions? Comments? Email dinanddaf@gmail.com
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With regard to oaths on an utterance of the lips, there are two types that are actually
four types. (i.e., the Torah specifies 2 types of false oaths about the future, and rabbinic
tradition extrapolates to include 2 types of false oaths about the past)
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With regard to cases of awareness of the defiling by entering kodesh/eating kodashim
while one is ritually impure, there are two types that are actually four types (i.e., the
Torah specifics being 2 types of being unaware of one’s own impurity - when either
walking into the Temple or eating sacrificial foods- and rabbinic tradition extrapolates to
include an additional two types of being unaware of the status of what the impure
person is interacting with - i.e., that it is the Temple or that these are kodashim, even as
one knows their own impurity status.)
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With regard to acts of carrying out that are prohibited on Shabbat, there are two types
that are actually four. (i.e., the Torah specifies 2 types of carrying from private to public -
one by the person indoors and one by the person outdoors, and rabbinic tradition
extrapolates 2 types of carrying from public to private as well - one by the person
indoors and one by the person outdoors.)
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With regard to shades of leprous marks on a person’s skin, there are two types that are
actually four. (i.e., the Torah mentions two types of marks, and rabbinic tradition
extrapolates two more.)
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Referring to defiling the Temple or its sacrificial foods: In cases in which one had
awareness before transgressing, and had awareness after transgressing, (but the
person had a lapse of awareness during the transgression), this person is liable to bring
a sliding-scale offering.
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If a person incurs guilt—When one has heard a public imprecation but (although able to
testify as having either seen or learned of the matter) has not given information and thus
is subject to punishment;

NQU Y1 N'7222 IR NRNY NN 17203 X ARV 2N N7212IK RNY 1277772 °Van YK W) ix 2
‘DYKI NQY ND| 910 DY)
Or when a person touches any impure thing (be it the carcass of an impure beast or the
carcass of impure cattle or the carcass of an impure creeping thing) and the fact has
escaped notice, and then, being impure, that person realizes guilt;
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Or when one touches human impurity (any such impurity whereby someone becomes
impure) and, though having known about it, the fact has escaped notice, but later that
person realizes guilt;
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Or when a person utters an oath to bad or good purpose (whatever a human being may
utter in an oath) and, though having known about it, the fact has escaped notice, but
later that person realizes guilt in any of these matters—
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upon realizing guilt in any of these matters, one shall confess having sinned in that way.
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And one shall bring as a penalty to nin, for the sin of which one is guilty, a female from
the flock, sheep or goat, as a sin offering; and the priest shall make expiation for the sin,
on that person’s behalf.
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But if one’s means do not suffice for a sheep, that person shall bring to nin', as the
penalty for that of which one is guilty, two turtledoves or two pigeons—one for a sin
offering and the other for a burnt offering.
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And if one’s means do not suffice for two turtledoves or two pigeons, that person shall
bring as an offering for that of which one is guilty a tenth of an ephah of choice flour for
a sin offering; one shall not add oil to it or lay frankincense on it, for it is a sin offering.
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These people bring a progressive korban: on hearing a voice (swearing about testimon),
on the utterance of the lips, on defiling the Temple or its kodashim, one who gives birth,
and the person with the tsaraat skin disease.
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We can however summarize that these three instances are unified by the fact that even
though the person did not commit any action, by not acting, they harmed the resting of
the Divine Presence in Israel. And therefore, one must bring a chatat and cleanse the
altar. In these situations, the person should have acted based on something that
happened earlier: to testify after hearing the oath call for testimony, the ritually immerse
once becoming ritually impure, and to fulfill what they swore in God’s name. The
person’s failure caused harm in one way or another to the name of God and the
immanence of God’s Presence. This is an obligation for failure, which is doing by not
doing.
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It seems that the reason regarding oaths is that they do not incur excision; and
regarding defiling the Temple and the kodashim because one is making a mistake within
trying to do a mitzvah, for the kohen who is eating the kodashim or one who comes to
the Temple to bow or to offer a sacrifice is involved in a mitzvah and their intention is
towards Heaven. And therefore, even though that person sinned by being unaware of
impurity, Scripture offers them many options for atonements.
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And based on what Scripture states afterwards: And the kohen shall atone for the
person’s sin that they did among these,” it teaching a true teaching that what is meant
by “and if one cannot afford...” refers to any kinds of korban hatat...
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And because these things happen all the time, and one who is poor will not be saved
from any of these, and even the poor person guards themselves with all of their might,
they money will not be enough for bringing sacrifices. And therefore the Torah said
about this: “And if one cannot afford a sheep...”
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We already said (mitzvah 95) that korbanot are meant to remind a person and return
them to their heart through action because that person committed bad actions; and the
person should ask forgiveness of God for what was done and should be careful in the
future. And in God’s wisdom and knowledge of the flightiness of the human mind and
their meager understanding and impoverished strength, God made the process of
atonement for these sins that are mentioned to be based on one’s finances because
people falter over these sins often...



