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On the day of the first fruits, your Feast of Weeks, when you bring an offering of new grain
.you shall observe a sacred occasion: you shall not work at your occupations ,nin' to
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two bulls of the herd, one ram, :nin' You shall present a burnt offering of pleasing odor to
.seven yearling lambs
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You shall count off seven weeks; start to count the seven weeks when the sickle is first put
.to the standing grain
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offering your freewill ,nin* Then you shall observe the Feast of Weeks for your God
.has blessed you nin contribution according as your God
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All the seven months are beloved
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They have not said to themselves, “Let us revere the ETERNAL our God,
Who gives the rain, The early and late rain in season,
”.Who keeps for our benefit The weeks appointed for harvest
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the weeks of the laws of harvest Seven weeks in which He ordained two ordinances of
.harvest, the ordinance of the omer, and the ordinance of the two breads
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The weeks that imitate the harvest, that there will be heat and sun during the days of the
harvest and no rain will fall at that time, which is from the nature of time, and in this too we
need Him not to change the overall nature through the evil of our actions, but to leave
nature as it is, and God, the weeks that imitate the harvest (they are seven weeks from
Pesach to the assembly, which are the days of the harvest), will preserve for us that nature
.will preserve and not change
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.Then he made for them a feast, and they ate and drank
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Early in the morning, they exchanged oaths. Isaac then bade them farewell, and they
.departed from him in peace
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That same day Isaac’s servants came and told him about the well they had dug, and said to

"Ihim, “We have found water
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.He named it Shibah; therefore the name of the city is Beer-sheba to this day
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These are the things you are to do: Speak the truth to one another, render true and perfect
Justice in your gates
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Not a single one of you shall contrive evil against another; and do not love perjury, because
.all those are things that | hate—declares GOD
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Rabbi Yosei rules in the mishna that in a case where both sides are suspect and cannot §
take an oath, the oath returned to its place. The Gemara asks: To where did it return? What
is meant by the oath returning to its place? Rabbi Ami said that our Sages in Babylonia say:
The oath returned to Sinai, where God administered an oath to the Jewish people that they
would keep the mitzvot of the Torah, including the prohibition against robbery. The litigant
who is robbing the other will be punished by God, not the court. Our Sages in Eretz Yisrael
said: The oath returned to the one who was initially liable to take it, i.e., the defendant, and
.since he is disqualified from taking an oath, he must pay
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We are spiritual beings but we are also physical beings. We cannot be spiritual, close to
God, all the time. That is why there is secular time as well as holy time. But one day in
seven, we stop working and enter the presence of the God of creation. On certain days of
the year, the festivals, we celebrate the God of history. The holiness of Shabbat is
determined by God alone because He alone created the universe. The holiness of the
festivals is partially determined by us (i.e., by the fixing of the calendar), because history is
a partnership between us and God. But in two respects they are the same. They are both



times of meeting (mo’ed), and they are both times when we feel ourselves called,
.(summoned, invited as God’s guests (mikra kodesh

We can’t always be spiritual. God has given us a material world with which to engage. But
on the seventh day of the week, and (originally) seven days in the year, God gives us
dedicated time in which we feel the closeness of the Shechinah and are bathed in the
.radiance of God’s love



