The Prohibition to Murder - Both Jew and Non-Jew

In various places in Shas, there is a difference in the sentencing based on whether a
Jew killed a fellow Jew or a non-Jew. However, both are strictly prohibited as murder
according to Jewish law. This week’s shiur will focus on a contemporary teshuva from
Rav Yehuda Amital z"l dealing with this important issue in the aftermath of the
Sabra/Shatila massacre in 1982.

Questions? Comments? Email dinanddaf@gmail.com
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When one party schemes against another and kills through treachery, you shall take
that person from My very altar to be put to death.
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Therefore the first human was created as an individual - to teach you that all who
destroy one soul, Scripture regards it as if that person has destroyed the entire world.
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https://mg.alhatorah.org/Shemot/21.14
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He used to say: Beloved is humanity for humanity was created in the image [of God].
Especially beloved is humanity for it was made known to humanity that it had been
created in the image [of God], as it is said: “for in the image of God the Divine made
humanity (literally, “the human”).” (Genesis 9:6)
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There is no difference between blood and blood. Murder is murder, whatever the
nationality or the age. There is no justification, no forgiveness, and no atonement for
any murder.” (Walla Hadashot, July 2, 2014)
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https://etzion.org.il/he/publications/news/%D7%93%D7%99%D7%9F-%D7%-
94%D7%A8%D7%99%D7%92%D7%AA-%D7%92%D7%95%D7%99
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...From the contents of your letter, it seems that you are also weak regarding the issue
of the prohibition of killing a Gentile, so | will mention a few sources...

| will be content with what | wrote and | do not want to enter into an argument because
the distance is great and because there is a difference of opinion that will not be
narrowed. | will not hide that the content and spirit of the words in your letter caused me
grief. | am sorry that such things come out from under the hands of a wise student and
are directly or indirectly attributed our great rabbi the Rav zt’; and our teacher and
master Rav Harlop zt’l. Incidentally, it is worth reading Orot Hakodesh, Part 3, Rosh
Dvar, Section 11, and there, Section 11, and in Midot HaRaiyya (Moser Avibach Midot
Ahava, 5).
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It is imperative that a person assimilates to oneself simple natural morality, in all its
breadth and depth, and the fear of God, and the pure essence of simple faith, and all its
dimensions in breadth and depth, and on these two virtues he will build all the higher
virtues of his spirit.

It is forbidden for fear of God to suppress a person's natural morality, because then it is
no longer pure fear of God. A sign of pure fear of God is when the natural morality,
which is rooted in a person's upright nature, gradually rises to higher degrees than it
would stand without it. But if fear of God is depicted as such a quality that without its
influence on life one is more inclined to act well, and to carry out things that are
beneficial to the individual and the whole, and according to its influence the power of
that action diminishes, such fear of God will be seen as invalid.
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Love for all creatures should be alive in the heart and soul, love for each person in
particular, and love for the whole world, a desire for the highest good and their spiritual
and material resurrection, and hatred should be only for the wickedness and filth in the



world. It is impossible to attain the loftiness of "Give thanks to the Lord, call on God’s
name, make known among the nations God’s deeds" without an inner love, deep in the
heart and soul, to benefit all nations, to improve their possessions, to affirm their lives.
This quality is what qualifies the spirit of the Messiah to apply to Israel.



