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Moed Katan 21a

If it was the mourner’s wife who died and
he married another woman within thirty
days of his first wife’s death, one may not
enter his house to speak words of
consolation with him, so as not to offend
his new wife. If, however, he finds him
alone in the marketplace, he may speak to
him with gentle words and in a serious
manner.
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Moed Katan 23a

The Sages taught another baraita: During
the entire thirty-day period of mourning, it
is prohibited to marry. If one’s wife died, it
is prohibited to marry another wife until
three Festivals pass since her death. Rabbi
Yehuda says: Until the first and second
Festivals have passed, he is prohibited
from marrying; before the third Festival,
however, he is permitted to do so.

And if he does not have children, he is
permitted to marry another wife
immediately due to the need to not
neglect the mitzva to be fruitful and
multiply. Since he has not yet fulfilled the
mitzva of procreation, he is still required to
marry a wife. Any delay might resultin a
lost opportunity for marriage. Similarly, if
his wife died and left him young children,
he is permitted to marry another wife
immediately, so that she might take care
of them.

There was an incident when the wife of
Yosef the Priest died, and he said to her
sister at the cemetery immediately after
the funeral: Go and care for your sister’s
children. In other words, he alluded that he
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wished to marry her immediately. But even
though he married her immediately, he did
not engage in sexual relations with her for
a long time afterward. The Gemara asks:
What is the meaning of the term: A long
time? Rav Pappa said: After thirty days.

Ketubot Tosafot 4a (translation:
dafyomi advancement forum)
However, sexual relations are
forbidden until after 30 days, like is
proven afterwards from the
episode in which Yosef ha'Kohen's
wife died, and he said to her sister
in the cemetery "go feed your
sister's children”;

Even so, he did not have relations
with her until a long time.

What is a long time? It is 30 days.

With the understanding that he
had Nisuin with her within 30 days.
Within seven days is surely
forbidden, like is clear from here;

What he said to her in the
cemetery was not Nisu'in. It was
mere Shiduchin (discussion about
marriage).

And it seems to Rabbeinu Yitzhak
that surely, one who has small
children may have Nisu'in within
30 days, like the episode with
Yosef ha'Kohen connotes;

However, one without children at
all may not have Nisu'in until 30
days, since he may not have
relations within 30 days.

And Rabbeinu Tam wants to
explain that if he has no children,
even relations are permitted within
30 days, after seven days of shiva,
for the sake of Pru u'Rvu.

...If has small children, he may
marry, even if also she is an
Avelah, for she feeds his children,
even though it is possible through
another woman [who is not an
Avelah].
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This is clear from the episode with
Yosef ha'Kohen. She was an
Avelah over loss of her sister.

This is not such a proof. Perhaps
there is different, for she will have
mercy over her sister's children
more than another woman would.
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Shulchan Arukh, Yoreh De'ah
392:1 (Sefaria)

[The mourner] is forbidden to take a
wife during the entire thirty days [of
mourning], even without [making] a
[wedding-] feast; and after thirty
[days], he is permitted, even [if he is
in mourning] for his father and
mother, and he is even [permitted] to
make a [wedding-] feast.

If his wife died, he is forbidden to
take another [wife] until three
Festivals have gone by her [death].,
Mord. states that the reason why a
woman does not have to wait until
three Festivals have gone by before
remarriage, is that she is satisfied to
lead a married life than to remain
single (v. Kid. 7a), and consequently,
she is more apt to forget her former
husband after thirty days of mourning
and to devote herself to her new
partner. The New Year and the Day
of Atonement are not regarded as
Festivals in this respect.

If he has not complied [yet] with the
duty of propagation, or [if] he has
small children, or [if] he has no one to
attend to him, he may betroth
forthwith and wed [her] after the
seven [days of mourning], but he
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should not cohabit with her until after
thirty days, unless he has not [yet]
complied with the duty of
propagation, for [only] then is he
permitted to cohabit with her after the
seven [days of mourning].

Gloss: The same principle applies to
other mourning, even to mourning for
one's father and mother, [viz., that] he
is permitted to marry and cohabit
with her after the seven [days of
mourning], [only] if he has not [yet]
complied with the duty of
propagation.

Some say that even one who is
wealthy and can afford to hire men
and women servants [to attend to
him], — yet, if his daughter or
daughter-in-law are not present with
him at his home so that [either of
them] should be able to attend to him,
[e.g.,] in the cleansing of his head or
[in] other [private] matters, — for he
feels embarrassed [when] others [do
this for him], — [the law is that] he is
regarded [as one who] has no one to
attend to him, and [the same ruling
applies to] everything similar to this.
And it is for this reason that the
custom has spread that many people
adopt a lenient view in [this matter,
and take wives within [the period of]
three Festivals, but a conscientious
person should bethink himself [in
doing this].... [In the case of] one who
was seized by the Governor, and [the
latter] refuses to let him go from his
detention until he takes a wife within
[the period of] three Festivals after
his [former] wife's death, some permit
[him to remarry] on account of his
suffering. And thus seems to me to be
the fundamental principle.
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