Why are there 2 levels of korbanot - higher sanctity (kodshei kodashim) and
lesser sanctity (kodashim kalim)? - Zevachim 37a-b

Zevachim 37a-b discusses the grouping of firstborn, tithed animal and Pesach offerings
regarding the rituals related to their blood. But this grouping is indicative of a larger
category within korbanot, namely n*7;7 n'wT7 - the lesser sanctity korbanot. What
distinguishes those korbanot from high sanctity korbanot n'wTjp 'wTp?

Questions? Comments? Email dinanddaf@gmail.com
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...that which is taught in a baraita: Rabbi Yishmael says: Since it is stated: “But the
firstborn of a bull, or the firstborn of a sheep, or the firstborn of a goat, you shall not
redeem; they are sacred. You shall sprinkle their blood upon the altar and shall burn
their fat for an offering made by fire, for an aroma pleasing to the Lord” (Numbers
18:17), we learned with regard to a firstborn animal, which must be given to a priest to
be offered on the altar in the Temple, that it requires placement of its blood and
sacrificial portions on the altar. From where is it derived that the same applies to an
animal tithe offering and a Paschal offering? The verse states: “And the blood of your
offerings shall be poured upon the altar of the Lord your God” (Deuteronomy 12:27).
This verse teaches that all offerings require placement of their blood on the altar.
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The Gemara answers that the tanna of the earlier baraita, who derives from
Deuteronomy 12:27 the halakha that if a priest placed the blood with one placement he
facilitated atonement, holds in accordance with the opinion of Rabbi Yosei HaGelili.
Rabbi Yosei HaGelili maintains that the halakha that the blood and sacrificial parts of an
animal tithe offering and a Paschal offering must be placed on the altar is derived from
the aforementioned verse concerning a firstborn animal: “You shall sprinkle their blood
upon the altar and shall burn their fat for an offering made by fire, for an aroma pleasing
to the Lord” (Numbers 18:17).
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This is as it is taught in a baraita, that Rabbi Yosei HaGelili says: It is not stated in this
verse: Its blood, but rather: “Their blood.” Similarly, it is not stated: Its fat, but rather:
“Their fat.” The plural form teaches with regard to the firstborn animal, which is
mentioned explicitly in the verse, as well as with regard to the animal tithe offering and



the Paschal offering, which have a level of sanctity similar to that of a firstborn animal,
that each requires placement of the blood and sacrificial portions on the altar.
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The firstborn offering, the animal tithe offering, and the Paschal offering are offerings of
lesser sanctity. Their slaughter is anywhere in the Temple courtyard, and their blood
requires one placement, provided that the priest places it so that the blood goes on the
base of the altar. The halakha differs with regard to their consumption. The firstborn
offering is eaten by the priests, and the animal tithe offering is eaten by any person, i.e.,
any ritually pure Jew. And they are eaten throughout the city of Jerusalem, prepared in
any manner of food preparation, for two days and one night. The Paschal offering is
eaten only at night, and it is eaten only until midnight, and it is eaten only by its
registrants, i.e., those who registered in advance to partake of the offering, and it is
eaten only roasted, not prepared in any other manner.
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The seveon types of sacrifices are: a) the burnt offering, b) the sin offering, c) the guilt
offering, d) the peace offering (including the thanksgiving), e) the firstborn, f) the tithe of
the animal, g) the Passover sacrifice.
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The first three - the burnt offering, the sin offering and the guilt offering - are of greater
sanctity. The rest, namely the whole burnt offering (except for the two lambs on Shavuot
offered as a whole burnt offering, which are of greater sanctity), the firstborn, the tithe of
the animal and the Passover sacrifice - are of lesser sanctity.
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The lamb shall be slaughtered at the spot *the spot See 1.11; 4.24. in the sacred area
where the sin offering and the burnt offering are slaughtered. For the guilt offering, like
the sin offering, goes to the priest; it is most holy.
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The prohibition against me'ilah does not apply to sacrifices of a lesser degree of sanctity
until the blood has been cast on the altar. If the blood has been cast on the altar, the
prohibition against me'ilah applies to the fats and organs until they are taken to the ash
heap, for they are designated for the altar's pyre. The prohibition against me'ilah does
not apply to an entity that is to be eaten, as explained.
Even if the fats and the organs were brought to the altar before the blood was cast upon
it, the prohibition against me'ilah does not apply until the blood is cast. If the fats and the
organs were taken outside the Temple Courtyard before the blood was cast, the
prohibition against me'ilah does not apply until the blood is cast. If the blood was cast
while they were outside and they had not been brought back in, the prohibition against
me'ilah does apply, for casting the blood has an effect on the status of a sacrifice,
whether it leads to a lenient ruling or a stringent one.
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The prohibition against me'ilah applies to all the sacrifices of the most sacred order from
the time they were consecrated until the blood is cast upon the altar. Once the blood is
cast, the prohibition against me'ilah applies to the portions of them that are to be



consumed entirely by the altar's pyre until they are burnt and taken to the ash heap. The
prohibition against me'ilah does not apply to the portions that are to be eaten, as
explained.
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This shall be yours from the most holy sacrifices, the offerings by fire: every such
offering that they render to Me as most holy sacrifices, namely, every meal offering, sin
offering, and guilt offering of theirs, shall belong to you and your sons.
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You shall partake of them as most sacred donations: only males may eat them; you
shall treat them as consecrated. *you shall treat them as consecrated Or “they are
consecrated for your use.”
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This, too, shall be yours: the gift offerings *gift offerings Cf. Lev. 7.29ff. of their
contributions, all the elevation offerings of the Israelites, | give to you [and your wives],
to your sons, and to the daughters that are with you, as a due for all time; everyone of
your household who is pure may eat it.
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The five [presents that may be eaten only] in Jerusalem are all sacrifices of lesser
sanctity. [Both] males and females [of the priestly family] may partake of them.
Concerning them, [Numbers 18:11] states: "To you, and your sons and your daughters
with you have | given them as an eternal decree.' [Although a woman may partake of
them,] they are granted only to the males of the priestly family. For they are given to the
men of the watch [serving in the Temple].
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When a person sins and commits a trespass against God—by dealing deceitfully with
another in the matter of a deposit or a pledge, or through robbery, or by defrauding
another,
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As it is taught in a baraita that concerning one who steals another’s property and takes
a false oath denying he has done so, incurring the obligation to bring a guilt-offering, the
verse states: “And commits a trespass against the Lord, and deals falsely with his
neighbor” (Leviticus 5:21). The verse serves to include a case in which one denies
having in his possession offerings of lesser sanctity, which are property of their owners.
This is the statement of Rabbi Yosei HaGelili.
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The Gemara asks: But didn’t we learn in the mishna (Kiddushin 52b): In the case of a
priest who betroths a woman with his portion of an offering, whether it is from offerings
of the most sacred order or from offerings of lesser sanctity, she is not betrothed? Shall
we say that this mishna is not in accordance with the opinion of Rabbi Yosei HaGelili?
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The Gemara suggests: You can even say that it is in accordance with the opinion of
Rabbi Yosei HaGelili, as when Rabbi Yosei HaGelili said that offerings of lesser sanctity
are the property of their owners, that applies only when the animal is still alive. But after
its slaughter, even Rabbi Yosei HaGelili concedes that the offering takes on a higher
degree of sanctity and is now the property of Heaven. As when they receive their
portions, they do not receive them because those portions belong to them; rather, they
receive them from the table of the Most High, i.e., they have the right to partake of them,
but do not own them.
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It is a positive commandment for the sin offerings and the guilt-offerings to be eaten, as
[Exodus 29:33] states: "And they shall eat [the sacrifices] which convey atonement.”
The priests eat the sacrifices and the owners receive atonement. This also applies to
other sacrifices that are eaten by the priests; partaking of them is a mitzvah.
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Similarly, partaking of the portion that remains from the meal offerings is a positive
commandment, as [Leviticus 6:9] states: "What remains of it shall be eaten by Aaron
and his sons."

D'YTR YT07 NnTn n"an .11

['K ON'7Y D'ANQI N™ 721 DAY 701 DI' 722 '2MPNY NN [N QAN A7 KIDLIWRID 'D
2 DNIT T YNAY 'R [Nl 9'oin?
The first kind, which is a collective sacrifice, are the sacrifices that are offered every day,
every Sabbath, every first of the month, and on holidays, to which no additions may be
made and from which no subtractions may be made throughout generations....
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And the second kind, which is an individual sacrifice, is divided into 5 categories:
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The first category is a sacrifice that an individual must make on something they did or
said.
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The second category is where one is obligated to give a sacrifice over something that
happened concerning their body.
E.g., nna nar nTwe
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And the third category is where one is obligated in this over something that happened
concerning their possessions.
E.g., 2wyn Q02
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And the fourth category is where one is obligated in this because a certain date/time
has arrived.
E.g., nnnw mYw ,n"x1 N1y
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And the fifth category is where one is obligated in this as a voluntary offering.
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The third kind is the collective offering that is similar to individual offering.
E.g., NNnI1V IX N2W ANIT 1I'K - 12T 075N 19
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And the fourth kind is an individual offering that is similar to a collective offering - and
that is the Paschal sacrifice that everyone slaughters on 14 Nissan as we explained at
the outset of tractate Pesachim.
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And likewise the hatat bull and olah ram that the high priest offers on Yom Kippur. This
type is similar to a collective offering because it can override Shabbat and ritual impurity.
Because we have a principle that any sacrifice that must be offered at a set time
overrides Shabbat and ritual impurity. And any one that does not have a set time does
not override Shabbat or ritual impurity.



