Why one central Mikdash? What is the messaging of centralized religion?
Zevachim chapter 13 - yIn 'oinw 110'X

Chapter 13 of Zevachim discusses the prohibitions of slaughtering and sacrificing
korbanot outside of the azarah. Centralizing worship of God, at least sacrificial worship,
is the core value of this perek. What can we learn from this approach about religion
itself?

Questions? Comments? Email dinanddaf@gmail.com
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This is in order that the Israelites may bring the sacrifices which they have been making
in the open—that they may bring them before God, to the priest, at the entrance of the
Tent of Meeting, and offer them as sacrifices of well-being to God;
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...The phrase “upon the open field” tells you that in the case of one who slaughters an
offering on a private altar during a period when the prohibition against sacrificing on
private altars is in effect, even if he sacrifices the offering to God, the verse ascribes him
blame as if he sacrificed it upon the open field in idolatrous worship.
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Make for Me an altar of earth and sacrifice on it your burnt offerings and your sacrifices
of well-being, your sheep and your oxen; in every place where | cause My name to be
mentioned | will come to you and bless you.
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This verse is inverted: Everywhere | am revealed to you, there you shall mention my
Name. And where am | revealed to you? In the Chosen House (=Beit Hamikdash).
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Rebbi Abba, Rebbi Hiyya, in the name of Rebbi Yohanan: A person has to pray at a
place that is dedicated for prayer. What is the reason? (Ex. 20:24) “At every place
where | shall let My name be mentioned.” It does not say “where you will mention” but
“at every place where | shall let My name be mentioned.”
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Greece, then Eretz Yisrael
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Where | am always mentioned/remembered, namely in the synagogue.
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In every place: including Nov and Shiloh and Givon
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...Behold it is understood that constructing the Temple is independent mitzvah. And we
already explained that this general mitzvah includes many species - i.e., the menorah,
the table, the altar, etc. All are part of the Mikdash, and they are all called Temple, and
the Torah specifies commands for each part. However, the verse regarding the external
altar - “You shall make Me an earth altar,” should be considered is own mitzvah
independent of the mitzvah of building the Temple. It means what | will tell you, but the
simple meaning of the verse is clear that it refers to a time when private alters (=bamot)
are permitted - that at those times, we could make an earthen altar anywhere and
sacrifice on it. But the rabbis already said that this is a command to build the altar
connected tot he ground, rather than being movable and moved as in the wilderness.
And so they said in Mekhilta of R. Yishmael in explaining this verse: when you enter the
land, make me an altar that is connected to the earth...
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God spoke to Moses, saying:
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Speak to Aaron and his sons and to all the Israelite people and say to them: This is
what God has commanded:
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if anyone of the house of Israel slaughters an ox or sheep or goat in the camp, or does
so outside the camp,
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and does not bring it to the entrance of the Tent of Meeting to present it as an offering to
God, before God’sTabernacle, bloodguilt shall be imputed to that party: having shed
blood, that person shall be cut off from among this people.
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This is in order that the Israelites may bring the sacrifices which they have been making
in the open—that they may bring them before God, to the priest, at the entrance of the
Tent of Meeting, and offer them as sacrifices of well-being to God;
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that the priest may dash the blood against the altar of God at the entrance of the Tent of
Meeting, and turn the fat into smoke as a pleasing odor to God;
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and that they may offer their sacrifices no more to the goat-demons after whom they
stray. This shall be to them a law for all time, throughout the ages.
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Say to them further: If anyone of the house of Israel or of the strangers who reside
among them offers a burnt offering or a sacrifice,
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and does not bring it to the entrance of the Tent of Meeting to offer it to God, that person
shall be cut off from this people.
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The prohibition of slaughtering (and sacrificing) outside is a model for the world of
Jewish law. Principally, we could find holiness and directing one’s heart to the Sovereign
of the universe in every action that we do, even in the world of sin. The Sabbatean and
Frankist ideology argued things like this and swept away the masses. The reason that
this approach is completely wrong is because of its disregard for abstract and higher
concepts of holiness, which express the fact that the Sovereign of the universe does not
all us to accept the world as it is, but rather commands us to live in the light of a life of
holiness. The essence of holiness is the exclusion, clarification, sorting, the forbidden
and the permitted.
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then you must bring everything that | command you to the site where your God the Lord
will choose to establish the divine name: your burnt offerings and other sacrifices, your
tithes and contributions, and all the choice votive offerings that you vow to God.
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And you shall rejoice before your God the Lord with your sons and daughters and with
your male and female slaves, along with the [family of the] Levite in your settlements,
for he has no territorial allotment among you.
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Take care not to sacrifice your burnt offerings in any place you like,
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but only in the place that God will choose in one of your tribal territories. There you shall
sacrifice your burnt offerings and there you shall observe all that | enjoin upon you.
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But whenever you desire, you may slaughter and eat meat in any of your settlements,
according to the blessing that your God the Lord has granted you. The impure and the
pure alike may partake of it, as of the gazelle and the deer.
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But you must not partake of the blood; you shall pour it out on the ground like water.
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The great gap between the circumstance of the people in Vayikra and its circumstance
in Devarim is very similar to the difference between the two dominant cultures in our
time: eastern culture and western culture. While in Eastern culture there is an
unmediated pursuit after spirituality, which leads to sanctifying even animals (as
inherently holy), in Western culture, the alienation from spirituality is so great that there
is not place for religion - there is separation of religion and state.
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...the holiness of God rests upon Israel as they together prepare their hearts for
the one place, and therefore Jerusalem is chosen by God as the Divine dwelling
place, to be a hill to which all turn. Indeed, before the place was established for
the service of the collective sacrifice, private altars were permitted for individual
sacrifice, for long as the place was not established for inclusive holiness,
inclusive holiness was only in thought and the will of the heart. So when
someone thought to be part of God’s nation, wherever incense was offered, it


https://www.hatanakh.com/content/%D7%93%D7%A8%D7%9A-%D7%94%D7%90%D7%9E%D7%A6%D7%A2-%D7%91%D7%A8%D7%95%D7%97%D7%A0%D7%99%D7%95%D7%AA

was included in that inclusive holiness, and there was no action there that
contradicted the thought of the one bringing the offering.
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But one the place was established for inclusive holiness, the private altars were
forbidden, for making such alters, in contrast to the inclusive place suggests
separation. And thus, even if the person giving an offering on a private altar
intends to be part of the inclusive holiness, their action contradicts the thought,
and it removes it from the thought and is of no use in it. And after all, the vessel
that holds the blessing that God desires is peace, which is truly The nature of the
world, which reveals that all the multitude of opinions and desires all turn to the
One purpose, and all actions gather in Him to bring about the revelation of the
light of His glory according to the ways that He has ordained.
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... because the oneness of the altar and the Mishkan point to the oneness of God who
governs and watches over them. When they offer a burnt offering or sacrifice on a
bama or other altar, it is as if they believe in many gods, and that blessed God is not
one.






	6.​פירוש (ר"ש) שלמה סיריליו 16th c., exiled during spanish expulsion, moved to Greece, then Eretz Yisrael 
	  


