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The Lesson Of the Improper intent
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But doesn’t Rava say: Intent is effective to disqualify an offering only when it is expressed
by one who is fit for the Temple service, and with regard to an item that is fit for the
Temple service, and in a place that is fit for the Temple service? Here, the one collecting the
blood is unfit.
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[With regard to the intent that could disqualify a sacrifice:] The only intent that is significant
is that of the person performing the Temple service. The intent of the person bringing the
sacrifice is of no consequence. Even when we heard that the owner had an intent which
would cause the sacrifice to be considered as piggul, if the person performing the Temple
service had the proper intent, the sacrifice is acceptable.
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One who lays plans(calculates) to do harm Is called a schemer.

RaShi - He who plots to do evil He plans strategies of wickedness.
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“So that you do not follow your heart and your eyes” (Numbers 15:39). We were warned
with this not to think to do a transgression (or upon any) [or any] prohibition or sin - like the
matter that is stated (Proverbs 24:8), “He who thinks to do evil” - and not to think about
words of heresy, lest one stumble and be drawn after them. And when he places upon his
heart that God, may He be blessed, examines the heart and investigates the kidneys
(understood as the seat of wisdom), how can he dare to defile his heart and [have] a ruffian
matter lodged upon it?
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And the verb "thought" when used in the verb "thought" indicates inappropriate thoughts,
such as the thoughts of a pagan in the sanctuary.
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And they all said one thing, that contemplating a crime, even though it is not punishable in
court, is in any case more serious in its nature than the crime itself.
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Anyone who has an incorrect intent [while performing] sacrificial service violates a negative
commandment, for [Leviticus 7:18] states: "He may not intent this."

According to the Oral Tradition, it was taught that included in this prohibition is not to cause
sacrificial offerings to be disqualified through thought, for this is comparable to causing a
blemish in sacrificial animals. Nevertheless, [a transgressor] is not punished by lashes, for
thought is not considered as deed.
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Hear, O earth! |1 am going to bring disaster upon this people, The outcome of their own
schemes; For they would not hearken to My words
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He does not say that they will be punished for their thoughts alone, but for their actions,
which are the fruit of their thoughts.
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It is a fact that thought has great power, and if he strengthens and strengthens his thought
about any matter in the world, he will be able to make it happen, and even if he strengthens
his thought so much that he will have wealth — he will certainly have it, and so on in every
matter.
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Silence in the heart also belongs. | want to say that his heart should not rush to put his
thought into action, because just as speech is forbidden, so contemplation is forbidden. And
he should be silent in his heart about harmful things. | want him to remove his
contemplation of them, and then he will eliminate from his heart envy and hatred and lust
and pride and the contemplation of sin, which is more serious than sin.
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They speak to their fellows in friendship, But lay an ambush for them in their hearts.
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Because that people has approached [Me] with its mouth And honored Me with its lips,
But has kept its heart far from Me
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[peoples’] hearts—the Holy One, blessed be He, purifies them and tests them and knows
their thoughts.
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In this vein have those who revere GOD been talking to one another. GOD has heard and
noted it, and a scroll of remembrance has been written at God’s behest concerning those
who revere GOD and esteem that name.
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With regard to this verse, the Gemara asks: What is the meaning of the phrase, “And that
think upon His name”? Rav Ashi said: If a person intended to perform a mitzva, but due to
circumstances beyond his control, he did not perform it, the verse ascribes him credit as if
he performed the mitzva, as he is among those that think upon His name.
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“In the beginning, God created” — six items preceded the creation of the world; some of
them were [actually] created, and some of them God contemplated creating



