
What is לטומאה הכשרה  (=preparation for tumah through contact with liquids) all about? 
 
 
​ In most cases, contact with a liquid is required in order to make food susceptible to 
tumah (even if the food has since dried off). This is called הכשר, preparation for becoming 
tameh. In this shiur, we’ll examine why this is the case, as well as how this fits into subtleties of 
where we seem to care about tumah of food today, such as urchatz at the seder. 
 

 לז-לח יא:כט-לא, ויקרא​.1
 

ה כט א לָכֶם֙ וזְֶ֤ רֶץ הַטָּמֵ֔ ץ בַּשֶּׁ֖ רֶץ הַשּׁרֵֹ֣ לֶד עַל־הָאָ֑ ֹ֥ ר הַח ב והְָעַכְבָּ֖  לְמִינֵהֽוּ׃ והְַצָּ֥
The following shall be impure for you from among the things that swarm on the earth: the mole, 
the mouse, and great lizards of every variety; 
 

ה ל חַ והְָאֲנקָָ֥ ֹ֖ ה והְַכּ מֶט והְַלְּטָאָ֑ ֹ֖ מֶת׃ והְַח  והְַתִּנשְָֽׁ
the gecko, the land crocodile, the lizard, the sand lizard, and the chameleon. 
 

לֶּה לא ים אֵ֛ ם הַטְּמֵאִ֥ רֶץ לָכֶ֖ עַ בְּכׇל־הַשָּׁ֑ ם כׇּל־הַנּגֵֹ֧ ם בָּהֶ֛ א בְּמתָֹ֖  עַד־הָעָֽרֶב׃ יטְִמָ֥
Those are for you the impure among all the swarming things; whoever touches them when they 
are dead shall be impure until evening. 

… 
 

י לז ם יפִּלֹ֙ וכְִ֤ רַע מִנּבְִלָתָ֔ ר זֵר֖וּעַ עַל־כׇּל־זֶ֥ עַ אֲשֶׁ֣  הֽוּא׃ טָה֖וֹר יזִָּרֵ֑
If such a carcass falls upon seed grain that is to be sown, it is pure; 

 
 

י לח יםִ֙ וכְִ֤ רַע יתַֻּן־מַ֙ ל עַל־זֶ֔ ם ונְפַָ֥ יו מִנּבְִלָתָ֖ א עָלָ֑  ​     }ס{ לָכֶםֽ׃ ה֖וּא טָמֵ֥
but if water is put on the seed and any part of a carcass falls upon it, it shall be impure for you. 
 
 
 

  R. Bachya ben Asher, 13-14th c. Spain יא:לח ויקרא בחיי רבינו​.2
 הרי לעולם מים הפירות על שנפל וכיון טומאה, לקבל מכשירים שהמים רז״ל דרשו מכאן וגו׳. זרע על מים יותן וכי
 אנו ואם הטומאה לכלוך מדביק הוא שהליחות הדבר וטעם יבשין. שהפירות אע״פ טומאה לקבל מוכשרים הם

 גזרה לפיכך לחצאין, טומאה שנגזור ראוי ואין לשעורין, דבריך נתת היבשים על ולא הלחים על טומאה גוזרים
 לחים. שהיו כיון עכשיו יבשים שהם אע״פ הפירות על טומאה תורה

“But if water is put on a seed, etc.” - From here the Rabbis expounded that water prepares for 
the conduction of tumah, and once it has fallen onto produce, they will always be prepared to 
conduct tumah even if they are currently dry. And the reason is that the moisture makes the dirt 
of the tumah stick, and if we only decree (preparedness for) tumah on what’s wet and not on 
what’s dry, it is inconsistent. And it is not right that we should decree impurity only partially. 
Therefore, the Torah decreed (preparedness for) tumah on produce even though they are 
currently dry because at some point they were wet.  
 



 קיח. חולין​.3
 דמי מלאכתו נגמרה שלא כתנור הוכשרו שלא פירות יהושע דרב בריה הונא רב אמר

Rav Huna son of Rabbi Yehoshua said: produce that have not been prepared (by contact with 
liquids) are like an oven that has not been completed. 
 

 לא:נא במדבר​.4

ח ה ויִּקַּ֨ ר משֶׁ֜ ן ואְֶלְעָזָ֧ כֹּהֵ֛ ב הַ הָ֖ ם אֶת־הַזָּ ֑ ל מֵֽאִתָּ כֹּ֖ י  לִ֥ ה׃ כְּ שֶֽׂ  מַעֲ

And Moseh and Elazar the priest took the gold from them, all 
vessels of labor. 

 
5.​ Mipninei Harav, p395m, Birkas Yitzchak p167 הרב מסורת חומש  - based on the 

teachings of Rav Yosef Dov Soloveitchik 
Water renders the seeds susceptible to impurity. Conceptually, contact with water is not a 
prerequisite for allowing food to be mekabel tumah - it is actually a prerequisite for attaining the 
identity of food, which is in turn capable of being mekabel tumah. These foods are, halachically 
speaking, not food at all prior to being washed, and are therefore not susceptible to tumah until 
they come into contact with water. This is evidenced by the halachah of chibas hakodesh, which 
states that items used in the Temple service do not require water in order to be mekabel tumah, 
because, in the words of the Gemara, the high regards for consecrated items itself renders 
these items as food  (Chullin 36b). Chibas hakodesh renders the item as food, and therefore 
contact with water is not needed to achieve this purpose. Similarly, in explaining the view that 
slaughtering an animal renders it susceptible to being mekabel tumah even without coming into 
contact with liquid, Rashi (Chullin 33a) writes that since the slaughter renders the animal 
permissible to eat, it also renders it “food” with regard to being mekabel tumah. Here again, we 
see that the requirement of contact with liquid is in order to give an item the status of food, and 
not an independent requirement.  
 
 

 ג:ג אוכלין טומאת הל' תורה משנה רמב"ם​.6
 והְֶכְשֵׁר מַחֲשָׁבָה שֶׁצְּרִיכִין ויְשֵׁ הֶכְשֵׁר צְרִיכִין ואְֵינןָ מַחֲשָׁבָה שֶׁצְּרִיכִין ויְשֵׁ מַחֲשָׁבָה צְרִיכִין ואְֵינןָ הֶכְשֵׁר שֶׁצְּרִיכִין אֳכָלִין ישֵׁ
 הֶכְשֵׁר. ולְֹא מַחֲשָׁבָה לֹא צְרִיכִין שֶׁאֵין ויְשֵׁ

 
There are foods that require exposure to liquids, but do not require a special intent. There are 
foods that require a special intent, but do not require exposure to liquids, foods that require 
special intent and exposure to liquids, and foods that require neither special intent, nor exposure 
to liquids. 

 
 בְּכָל טְהוֹרִים וחֲַגָבִים טְהוֹרִים דָּגִים מַחֲשָׁבָה. צְרִיכִין ואְֵין הֶכְשֵׁר צְרִיכִין מָקוֹם בְּכָל לְאָדָם הַמְיחָֻדִין הָאֳכָלִין כָּל כֵּיצַד. 

 בְּהֵמָה חֵלֶב וכְֵן מַחֲשָׁבָה. ולְֹא הֶכְשֵׁר וּצְרִיכִין לְאָדָם מְיחָֻדִין הֵן הֲרֵי בַּכְּפָרִים טְמֵאִים ודְָגִים טְמֵאִים וחֲַגָבִים מָקוֹם
 מָקוֹם. בְּכָל מַחֲשָׁבָה ולְֹא הֶכְשֵׁר צָרִיךְ שֶׁמֵּתָה טְהוֹרָה



How so? All foods that are designated for human consumption in any place require exposure to 
liquids, but do not require special intent. Kosher fish and kosher locusts in all places and 
non-kosher locusts and fish in rural areas are considered as designated for human consumption 
and require exposure to liquids, but do not require a special intent. Similarly, in all places, the fat 
of a kosher animal that died requires exposure to liquids, but does not require special intent. 
(The innovation here is that the fat of a kosher animal does not conduct tum’at nevelah even 
though the rest of the animal’s meat does! See Vayikra 7:24 and the Sifra there.) 

 
 הַטָּמֵא הָעוֹף ונְבְִלַת הָעוֹף מִן בֵּין הַבְּהֵמָה מִן בֵּין הָאָדָם מִן בֵּין הַחַי מִן הַפּוֹרֵשׁ בָּשָׂר והְֶכְשֵׁר. מַחֲשָׁבָה צְרִיכִין ואְֵלּוּ

 ירְַקוֹת כָּל וּשְׁאָר הַמַּחְשָׁבָה. אַחַר שֵׁניִ הֶכְשֵׁר צָרִיךְ בִּשְׁחִיטָה שֶׁהֻכְשַׁר פִּי עַל אַף בַּכְּפָרִים שְׁחוּטָה טְהוֹרָה בְּהֵמָה וחְֵלֶב
 שֶׁזְּרָעָן עֻלְשִׁין בַּכְּפָרִים. מַחֲשָׁבָה צְרִיכִין קְטַנּיִם ודְָגִים חֲגָבִים וכְֵן והְַפִּטְרִיּוֹת בְּיוֹתֵר הַקָּשִׁים הַבְּצָלִים כְּגוֹן הַשָּׂדֶה

 מַחֲשָׁבָה. אֵינהָּ חִבּוּר שֶׁמַּחְשֶׁבֶת שֶׁיּתִָּלְשׁוּ אַחַר עֲלֵיהֶן שֶׁיּחְַשׁבֹ עַד טֻמְאָה מְקַבְּלִין אֵינןָ לְאָדָם עֲלֵיהֶן ונְמְִלַךְ לִבְהֵמָה
 אִם הָאָלָל בָּזֶה. כַּיּוֹצֵא כָּל וכְֵן הַמַּחְשָׁבָה. אַחַר שֵׁניִ הֶכְשֵׁר צְרִיכִין לְאָדָם עֲלֵיהֶן ונְמְִלַךְ והֱֶדִיחָן לִבְהֶמְתּוֹ שֶׁלִּקְּטָן עֵלְשִׁין
 בַּבָּשָׂר הַמְחֻבָּרִין הָעֲצָמוֹת וכְֵן טֻמְאָה. מְקַבֵּל ואְֵינוֹ כְּעֵץ הוּא הֲרֵי לָאו ואְִם אֳכָלִין. טֻמְאַת מְקַבֵּל לַאֲכִילָה עָלָיו חָשַׁב

 הַחַרְטםֹ וּמִן הַצִּפָּרְניַםִ מִן הָרַכִּים והְַמְּקוֹמוֹת והְַנּוֹצָה והְַכְּנפַָיםִ הַטְּלָפַיםִ וּמִן הַקַּרְניַםִ מִן הָרַכִּים והְַמְּקוֹמוֹת והְַגִּידִים
  וּמַחְשָׁבָה. הֶכְשֵׁר צְרִיכִין בַּבָּשָׂר הַמֻּבְלָעִין

The following require special intent (because it is not considered food by default, even for 
gentiles) and exposure to liquids (once it is considered food because foods require exposure to 
liquids to conduct tum’ah): Meat that was separated from a living being, whether a human, 
animal, or fowl, the carcass of a non-kosher fowl (which does is not conduct tum’at nevelah) in 
rural areas (where non-Jews don’t usually eat it, and Jews are forbidden to eat it everywhere), 
the fat of a kosher domesticated animal that was ritually slaughtered - even though it was 
exposed to liquids when slaughtered, it requires a second exposure after one had the intent to 
partake of it (because non-Jews don’t usually eat it, and Jews are not permitted to eat it), and all 
wild vegetables, e.g., very pungent onions and mushrooms (because people don’t generally eat 
them). Similarly, in rural areas, small locusts and fish require a special intent (because people 
don’t usually eat them). When endives were sown for animal fodder and then the owner 
changed his mind and thought of using them for human consumption, they are not subject to 
ritual impurity unless he had such intent after they were picked. For an intent that one had while 
produce is connected to the earth is not significant. When one collected endives for an animal, 
washed them, and then thought to serve them to a human being, they must be exposed to 
liquids again after the change of mind. Similar laws apply in all analogous situations. 
If one thought of partaking of the the allal, it can contract the impurity associated with foods. If 
not, it is considered as wood and it is not susceptible to ritual impurity. Similarly, bones that are 
joined to meat, the giddim, the soft portions of the horns and the hoofs, the thin feathers and the 
wooly hairs of a fowl, the soft portion of its nails and its beak that are embedded in its flesh 
require special intent and exposure to liquids. 

 
 טְהוֹרָה בְּהֵמָה וחְֵלֶב הַטָּהוֹר הָעוֹף ונְבְִלַת מָקוֹם בְּכָל טְהוֹרָה בְּהֵמָה נבְִלַת הֶכְשֵׁר. ולְֹא מַחֲשָׁבָה לֹא צְרִיכִין שֶׁאֵין ואְֵלּוּ

 אָדָם לְטַמֵּא שֶׁסּוֹפָן מִפְּניֵ הֶכְשֵׁר צְרִיכִין ואְֵינןָ מַחֲשָׁבָה צָרִיךְ מֵאֵלּוּ אֶחָד אֵין אָדָם לְמַאֲכַל מְיחָֻדִין שֶׁהֵן לְפִי בַּכְּרַכִּים
  הֶכְשֵׁר. צָרִיךְ אֵינוֹ חֲמוּרָה טֻמְאָה הַמְטַמֵּא וכְָל בִּכְזַיתִ וכְֵלִים

 
The following require neither special intent, nor exposure to liquids (because they are already 
considered default food, even if only some such as non-Jews may eat them, and because they 



come from times that would otherwise carry tum’at nevelah, and thus are not similar to the 
seeds mentioned in Vayikra 11:38 that require exposure to liquids to become tameh): the 
carcass of an animal from a kosher species, the carcass of a fowl from a kosher species 
(because it can give off tum’at nevelah if it is eaten), and the fat of a domesticated animal in 
large cities (because people consider it food already, but it comes from a carcass that carries 
tum’at nevelah). None of these require either special intent, or exposure to liquids. The rationale 
is that since they are designated for human consumption, there is no need for special intent. 
They do not require exposure to liquids for ultimately, an olive-sized portion of them can impart 
impurity to a person or to a k'li and any substance that imparts impurity of a more severe type 
does not require exposure to liquids. 

 
 

 שֶׁחָשַׁב והְוּא מָקוֹם בְּכָל טְמֵאָה בְּהֵמָה ונְבְִלַת בַּכְּפָרִים הַטָּהוֹר הָעוֹף נבְִלַת הֶכְשֵׁר. צְרִיכִין ואְֵינןָ מַחֲשָׁבָה צְרִיכִים ואְֵלּוּ
 הוּא: טֻמְאָה אַב כְּזַיתִ אֲבָל מִכְּזַיתִ פָּחוֹת עַל

The following require special intent, but not exposure to liquids: The carcass of a fowl from a 
kosher species in rural areas (because they do not consider it food by default, but it does come 
from a carcass that emits tum’at nevelah) and the carcass of an animal from a non-kosher 
species in all places (because they do not consider it food by default, but it does conduct tum’at 
nevelah. The above applies when one has in mind to partake of less than an olive-sized portion. 
An olive-sized portion, by contrast, is a primary source of impurity. 
 

 טז:יב אוכלים טומאת הל' תורה משנה רמב"ם​.7
 מִן ונְזְִהָרִין בְּטָהֳרָה חֻלִּין אוֹכְלִין הָיוּ הָרִאשׁוֹניִם חֲסִידִים טְמֵאִים מַשְׁקִין ולְִשְׁתּוֹת טְמֵאִין אֳכָלִין לֶאֱכל שֶׁמֻּתָּר פִּי עַל אַף

 וּפוֹרֵשׁ אָדָם נבְִדָּל שֶׁיּהְִיהֶ חֲסִידוּת ודְֶרֶךְ הִיא יתְֵרָה קְדֻשָּׁה זֶה ודְָבָר פְּרוּשִׁים הַנּקְִרָאִים והְֵן ימְֵיהֶם כָּל כֻּלָּן הַטֻּמְאוֹת
 וטְָהֳרַת הָרָעִים. מִמַּעֲשִׂים הַגּוּף טָהֳרַת לִידֵי מְבִיאָה שֶׁהַפְּרִישׁוּת עִמָּהֶם. ויְשְִׁתֶּה יאֹכַל ולְֹא בָּהֶם יגִַּע ולְֹא הָעָם מִשְּׁאָר
 מד, יא )ויקרא שֶׁנּאֱֶמַר בַּשְּׁכִינהָ. לְהִדָּמוֹת גּוֹרֶמֶת הַנּפֶֶשׁ וּקְדֻשַּׁת הָרָעוֹת. הַדֵּעוֹת מִן הַנּפֶֶשׁ קְדֻשַּׁת לִידֵי מְבִיאָה הַגּוּף
 דְּסַיּעְָן רַחֲמָנאָ בְּרִיךְ מְקַדִּשְׁכֶם": ה' אֲניִ קָדוֹשׁ כִּי קְדשִׁים והְִייִתֶם "והְִתְקַדִּשְׁתֶּם ו-ז( כ, ויקרא

Even though it is permitted to eat impure foods and drink impure beverages, the pious men of 
the early generations would partake of their ordinary food in a state of ritual purity and would 
avoid all of the sources of impurity throughout their lives. They are called perushim. 
This is an extra measure of holiness and a path to piety: to be separate from people at large, to 
hold oneself apart from them, not to touch them, nor eat and drink with them. For setting oneself 
apart leads to the purification of the body from wicked actions. Purifying one's body leads to 
sanctifying one's soul from wicked character traits. And the holiness of the soul causes one to 
resemble the Divine presence, as Leviticus 11:44 states: "And you shall make yourselves holy; 
and you shall be holy, because I, God, Who makes you holy, am holy." 
 

 ג:י זרה עבודה תוספתא​.8
 כראוי. פירותיו מעשר שאינו כל אומרים וחכמים מאיר. ר' דברי בטהרה, חוליו אוכל שאינו כל הארץ? עם איזהו

Who is an am ha-aretz? All who do not eat their mundane meat only in purity, per R. Meir. And 
the sages say: All who do not tithe their produce properly. 
 
 

Urchatz!  



 
 

 
 קטו. פסחים​.9
  ידַָיםִ. נטְִילַת צָרִיךְ — בְּמַשְׁקֶה שֶׁטִּיבּוּלוֹ כׇּל אוֹשַׁעְיאָ: רַב אָמַר אֶלְעָזָר רַבִּי אָמַר

Rabbi Elazar said that Rav Oshaya said: Anything that is dipped in a liquid before it is 
eaten requires the ritual of washing of the hands. The obligation to wash one’s hands was 
instituted to preserve ritual purity and to prevent people from causing teruma food to contract 
ritual impurity. Hands are generally considered impure to the second degree of ritual impurity, 
and they confer impurity upon any liquid with which they come in contact. Liquids that become 
ritually impure are automatically impure to the first degree and will therefore transfer ritual 
impurity to any food that is dipped in them. 
 

 
 שטיבולו כל ד"ה קטו. פסחים תוספות​.10

 ויהא תחלה להיות המשקין יטמא שלא משום אלא בנהמא כמו ונקיות קדושה משום לא דהכא דנטילה …ונראה
 נאכלין אין דם מהן יצא הא כו' דם מהן יצא ולא השוחט לג.( )דף דחולין בפ"ב כדתנן גופו את ולפסול לשתותן אסור
 היין יטמא שלא פי' אחת ידו נוטל אחד כל יין להן הביאו מג.( דף )ברכות הסיבה בסדר נמי ואמר מסואבות בידים
 דף )חולין ערך בן ר"א דברי לשמוע מצוה הכא דליכא כיון נטילה אותה על לברך דאין נראה זה גופו…ולפי ויפסול

 הרי והמברך נטילה לאותה צריכין אנו ואין טמאין אוכלין ומלאכול עצמנו מלטמאות נזהרין אנו שאין אנן וכ"ש קו.(
 כדפרישית: נראה ואין לברך הנטילה על שצריך כתיב סדרים ובכל לבטלה ברכה מברך זה

…And it seems that this washing is not because of holiness and cleanliness as in the case of 
bread (see Berakhot 53b), but so that one won’t make the liquids impure to become a rishon of 
tumah (per mishnah Parah 8:7) and then it would be prohibited to drink them to one invalidate 
one’s body as is taught in the mishnah in chapter 2 of Chullin (33a): “If one slaughtered a 
domesticated animal, a wild animal, or a bird, and and no blood emerged [they are valid and 
one may eat them with impure hands]” - indicating that if blood did emerge, they should not be 
eaten with impure hands. And it says the same regarding reclining (Berakhot 43a): “they 
brought they wine - each one washed one hand” - meaning so that he would not make the wine 
impure and invalidate his own body (by drinking it)... 
and therefore it seems one should not bless over that washing because there is no mitzvah to 
listen to R. Elazar ben Arach (Chullin 106a - where he explains the pasuk in the Torah on which 
the rabbis bases the requirement to wash before bread). And how much more so do we who do 
are not careful not to make ourselves ritually impure or to eat ritually impure foods, and we do 
not need that washing. And one who recites a blessing over it is reciting a needless blessing, 
and in all the guidebooks is written that one needs to recite a blessing over this washing, but 
that seems wrong, as I have explained. 
 

 ו:א ברכות הל' תורה משנה רמב"ם​.11
 ידָָיו שֶׁאֵין פִּי עַל ואְַף חֻלִּין פַּת שֶׁהִיא פִּי עַל ואְַף וסָוֹף. תְּחִלָּה ידַָיםִ נטְִילַת צָרִיךְ הַמּוֹצִיא עָלָיו שֶׁמְּבָרְכִין הַפַּת הָאוֹכֵל כָּל

 תְּחִלָּה: ידַָיםִ נטְִילַת צָרִיךְ בְּמַשְׁקִין שֶׁטִּבּוּלוֹ דָּבָר כָּל וכְֵן ידָָיו. שְׁתֵּי שֶׁיּטִּל עַד יאֹכַל לֹא טֻמְאָה לָהֶן יוֹדֵעַ ואְֵינוֹ מְלֻכְלָכוֹת
Anyone who eats bread over which the blessing hamotzi is recited must wash his hands before 
and after partaking of it.This applies even when the bread one eats is not sacred food. 



Although a person's hands are not dirty, nor is he aware that they have contracted any type of 
ritual impurity, he should not eat until he washes both his hands. Similarly, before [partaking of] 
any food dipped in liquid, one must wash one's hands. 

 
 
For background on why we wash for bread, see: 
https://hadran.org.il/beyond-the-daf/human-fallibility-why-we-wash-for-bread/ 
 
 
 
 
Tum’ah comes from the meat 
 
Tum’at ochel and tum’at nevelah are two different sources of tum’ah, potentially from the 
same object.  
 
Tum’at ochel requires hechsher. Tum’at nevelah does not.  
 
Tum’at nevelah means Biblically causing humans and vessels who touch the carcass to 
become rishon le-tum’ah. 
 
There are exceptions to the rule of tum’ah nevelah - e.g., non-kosher bird nevelah has no 
tum’at nevelah; kosher bird nevelah has tum’at nevelah only for eating, not for touching; 
chelev from a kosher animal nevelah does not have tum’at nevelah 
 
Biblically, ochel/mashkeh cannot make other ochel/mashkeh tameh. Rabbinically, 
however, they can.  
Biblically, ochel cannot make human beings or vessels tameh. 
However, rabbinically speaking, they make people into לטומאה שני  if a person eats them. 
Why? Because they were worried that people would eat terumah and non-terumah 
together… 
Even rabbinically, ochel cannot make vessels tameh. However, rabbinically, mashkeh 
CAN make vessels tameh (bc of similarity to zav). 
 
Tum’ah comes from humans: 
 
The rabbis decrees that hands are  (see din and daf shiur on chullin 33) לטומאה שניות . 
Therefore, those who wanted to eat their chullin b’taharah would have to wash 
beforehand. 
 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 


