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Moreh Nevukhim I1I:45 (Rambam)

...And the priests were given the most honored, beautiful and handsome garments:
“holy garments... for honor and for glory” (Exodus 28: 2). (4) And a person with a
blemish may not serve in the Temple service. Not only people with blemishes are
disqualified: disfigurements also disqualify priests, as explained in the laws of this
commandment (Bi’at HaMikdash 7: 13). For what makes a person great in the eyes of
the masses is not his true form but the wholeness of his limbs and the beauty of his
clothing. The goal is that this House should have greatness and honor in the eyes of all.
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Sefer HaChinukh, Mitzvah 275

Among the roots of this commandment: most human actions find favor in the hearts of
those who see them according to the stature of the person who does them. When a
person is distinguished in appearance and good in his deeds, he will find grace and
good favor in everything he does, in the eyes of all who see him. But if the opposite is
true, and he is lowly in form and irregular in his limbs, or he is not upright in his ways,
his actions will not please the hearts of those who see him as much. Therefore it is truly
fitting that the agent on whom atonement depends be a man of grace, beautiful in form
and fair in appearance, pleasing in all his ways, so that people’s thoughts will be drawn
after him.

Besides this, it is possible that the wholeness of his form hints at ideas, and that by
contemplating them a person’s soul is purified and elevated. Therefore it is not fitting
in any way that any of his features be altered. Otherwise the mind of the person
contemplating him might be scattered because of the irregularity and stray from its

purpose.
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