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The Oral Torah’s Autobiography                     (Pirkei Avot)

Moses received the Torah at Sinai and 
transmitted it to Joshua, Joshua to the 
elders, and the elders to the prophets, and 
the prophets to the Men of the Great 
Assembly…Shimon HaTzaddik was one of 
the last of Men of the Great 
Assembly…Antigonus of Socho received 
the oral tradition from Shimon 
HaTzaddik…Yose Ben Yoezer of Tzreyda 
and Yose Ben Yohanan of Jerusalem 
received the oral tradition from them

משה קבל תורה מסיני, ומסרה 
ליהושע, ויהושע לזקנים, וזקנים 
לנביאים, ונביאים מסרוה לאנשי 

כנסת הגדולה…שמעון הצדיק היה 
משירי כנסת הגדולה…אנטיגנוס איש 

סוכו קבל משמעון הצדיק…יוסי בן 
יועזר איש צרדה ויוסי בן יוחנן איש 

ירושלים קבלו מהם





The Oral Torah’s Autobiography                     (Pirkei Avot)

Yose Ben Yoezer of Tzreyda and Yose Ben 
Yohanan of Jerusalem received the oral tradition 
from them…Joshua of Perachya and Nitai of 
Arbel received it from them…Yehuda ben Tabai 
and Shimon ben Shetach received it from 
them…Shamaya and Avtalyon received it from 
them. Hillel and Shammai received it from 
them… Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai received it 
from Hillel and Shammai….Rabban Yochanan 
ben Zakkai had five students and these are they: 
Rabbi Eliezer ben Horcanus, Rabbi Joshua ben 
Chananya, Rabbi Yose HaKohen, Rabbi Shimon 
ben Netanel, Rabbi Elazar ben Arach. 

יוסי בן יועזר איש צרדה ויוסי בן יוחנן איש 
ירושלים קבלו מהם…יהושע בן פרחיה 

ונתאי הארבלי קבלו מהם…יהודה בן טבאי 
ושמעון בן שטח קבלו מהם…שמעיה 

ואבטליון קבלו מהם…הלל ושמאי קבלו 
מהם…רבן יוחנן בן זכאי קבל מהלל 

ומשמאי…חמשה תלמידים היו לו לרבן 
יוחנן בן זכאי, ואלו הן, רבי אליעזר בן 

הורקנוס, ורבי יהושע בן חנניה, ורבי יוסי 
הכהן, ורבי שמעון בן נתנאל, ורבי אלעזר בן 

ערך.



Midrash Halacha





Midrash Halacha 
Midrash Halacha bridges the gap between the written and oral law by using 
specific types of literary and logical tools (lots of disagreements about 
which ones!) on Torah texts to show how they align with the Oral Law. 

Collections of Midrash Halacha were mostly compiled after the Mishnah, but 
the content preceded it. 

Organized according to the verses in the Torah. 

Two schools of Midrash Halacha: School of Rabbi Akiva and School of Rabbi 
Yishmael. Different methodologies and different Rabbis. Traditions from 
both schools make their way into the Talmud. 

Many manuscripts of Midrash Halacha have been lost or we only have 
fragments. 

→ These midrashim are the more complete collections that we have.

Midrashei Halacha in these collections are taught by the same Rabbis as 
those that appear in the Mishnah: Tannaim.

The Rabbis of the Talmud, Amoraim, also sometimes use the tools of 
Midrash Halakha but in more limited ways.



Midrash Halacha Collections 
on Todayʼs Daf!! 

ההוא דהוה תני הלכתא סיפרא וסיפרי ותוספתא ושכיב אתו ואמרו ליה לרב 
נחמן ליספדיה מר אמר היכי נספדיה הי צנא דמלי סיפרי דחסר

There was a certain man who used to study halakha, the Sifra, and the Sifrei, and the Tosefta, and he 
died. People came and said to Rav Naḥman: Let the Master eulogize him. He said to them: How can I 
eulogize him? Should I say: Alas, a basket filled with books is lost? 

רש”י הי צנא מלא סיפרי - אינו אלא כסל שמילאוהו ספרים ואין מבין מה בתוכה אף שונה הלכות ולא שימש ת"ח ללמוד שיבינוהו טעמי 
משנה ופעמים שדברי משנה סותרין זה את זה וצריך לתרצה כגון הכא במאי עסקינן וכגון הא מני רבי פלוני היא וכגון חסורי מיחסרא 

אינו יודע מה שונה:



Midrash Halacha 
Example 

וְִכי־יְִריֻבן ֲאנִָׁשים וְִהָּכה־ִאיׁש ֶאת־ֵרֵעהּו 
ְּבֶאֶבן אֹו ְבֶאְגרֹף וְֹלא יָמּות וְנַָפל ְלִמְׁשָּכב׃ 

ִאם־יָקּום וְִהְתַהֵּלְך ַּבחּוץ ַעל־ִמְׁשַענְּתֹו וְנִָּקה 
ַהַּמֶּכה ַרק ִׁשְבּתֹו יִֵּתן וְַרּפֹא יְַרֵּפא׃

When men quarrel and one strikes the 
other with stone or fist, and he does not 
die but has to take to his bed—if he then 
gets up and walks outdoors upon his staff, 
the assailant shall go unpunished, except 
that he must pay for his idleness and his 
cure.

Exodus 21:18-19



Midrash Halacha 
Example 

דבר אחר, בא הכתוב ללמדך דרך ארץ מן 
התורה "רק שבתו יתן ורפא ירפא" שניתן 

רשות לרופא לרפאות.

Variantly: The Torah comes to teach us proper 
deportment — "except that he must pay for 
his idleness and his cure" that the doctor is 
given permission to practice medicine.

Mekhilta DʼRabbi Yishmael (“The 
Mekhilta”) on Shemot 21:19



The Mishnah (and it’s cutting room floor)



Mishnah
Compiled by Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi (Rabbi Judah the Prince) ~200 CE

The Mishnah is almost entirely in Mishnaic Hebrew, though it utilizes Greek terms 
on occasion.

The Rabbis who teach in the Mishnah are called “Tannaim.”  

Six Sedarim (Orders), each containing Massechtot (Tractates), which contain 
Perakim (Chapters) which contain Mishnayot. 

The Mishnah was the first compilation of the Oral Law, and it reads mostly like a 
law code except that it contains minority opinions and some short stories. 
Typically no reasoning or prooftext is provided for the laws.

The Mishnah does not begin with first principles and almost never explains its 
terms. 

The Mishnah does utilize literary structures, parallelisms, keywords, etc often to 
teach deep meaning and show themes in the law.  

We say that the Mishnah was “compiled” because although it was carefully 
organized, it was meant to be memorized, and you can find mnemonic devices 
throughout (a great example is in Massechet Megillah - the first chapter contains a 
long list of “אין בין”). You can assume every rabbi in the Talmud and for much of 
Jewish history had the entire Mishnah committed to memory.  

MSS Kaufman: the most complete/best extant manuscript of the Mishnah.Scribed in 10th/11th 
cent



Mishnah 
Example

החובל בחברו חיב עליו משום חמשה 
דברים, בנזק, בצער, ברפוי, בשבת, ובבשת. 

One who injures another is liable to 
pay compensation for that injury due to 
five types of indemnity: He must pay 
for damage, for pain, for medical 
costs, for loss of livelihood, and for 
humiliation.

Seder: Nezikin
Massechet: Bava Kamma

Perek: 8
Mishnah: 1

AKA: Bava Kamma 8:1



Mishnah Example: 
Bava Kamma 8:1

החובל בחברו חיב עליו משום חמשה 
דברים, בנזק, בצער, ברפוי, בשבת, ובבשת. 

One who injures another is liable to 
pay compensation for that injury due to 
five types of indemnity: He must pay 
for damage, for pain, for medical 
costs, for loss of livelihood, and for 
humiliation.

Notice the following: 
● Multiple kinds of payment are 

assumed 
● No reference to Torah verses
● Extremely practical 
● Creates numbered categories 

(“five types of indemnity”)
● Medical costs (and therefore 

doctors and medical practice) 
are included



Mishnah Example: 
Bava Kamma 8:1

החובל בחברו חיב עליו משום חמשה 
דברים, בנזק, בצער, ברפוי, בשבת, ובבשת. 

One who injures another is liable to 
pay compensation for that injury due to 
five types of indemnity: He must pay 
for damage, for pain, for medical 
costs, for loss of livelihood, and for 
humiliation.

Important Mishnah Vocabulary: 
● Tanna is a name that refers to 

any rabbi whose view is 
recorded in the Mishnah. 
These rabbis lived in Israel in 
the years ~ 10-200 CE 

● Tanna Kamma is the 
unnamed first opinion. It is 
assumed to be the majority 
opinion and the opinion held 
by the Mishnahʼs compiler, 
Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi  



The Mishnah’s 
Cutting Room Floor
Many teachings by Tannaim did not make it into 
the Mishnah. What happened to them? 

● Some were preserved in collections of 
Midrashei Halacha

● Some were preserved in the Tosefta 
(literally meaning “addition”) - though 
scholars disagree about whether the 
Tosefta predates or postdates the Mishnah. 

● Some were preserved orally, making their 
way into the Talmud as “Baraita”

● Some were not preserved! :( 



Vocabulary Note: BARAITA 
The word Baraita in the Talmud refers to any Tannaitic teaching that was 
not included in the Mishnah

● Literally, “Outside Teaching” 
● It could be included in other collections of Tannaitic teachings like 

Midrash Halacha or Tosefta, but not necessarily
● The Talmud is very interested in preserving Baraitot 
● Usually a Baraita does not carry the same weight as a Tannaitic 

statement preserved in the Mishnah, but sometimes it does. Most 
often, the Talmud will try to make sure the Mishnah and Baraita do not 
contradict each other. More on this in Session 3. 



The Talmuds





Talmud Yerushalmi
Written in Jewish Palestinian Aramaic. Compiled ~350-400ce (about 100 years 
before the Bavli). Records the Torah studied in Yeshivot of Tiverya and Caesarea.

Rabbis of the Talmud are called Amoraim. Amoraim in Israel still often carried 
the title “Rabbi.”  

Covers different Massechtot of the Mishnah than the Bavli - including large 
amounts of Zeraim and also Massechet Shekalim which is the only Yerushalmi 
included in the Daf Yomi cycle. 

The Yerushalmi has much less “stam” than the Bavli, so it reads more like a list 
of statements and less question/answer. 

Page numbers in the Yerushalmi are not as standardized as they are in the Bavli, 
so typically Yerushalmi references are made to chapters and “Halachot” instead 
of page numbers.  

The Yerushalmi was (and is) not as robustly studied as the Bavli and its role in 
the history of Halakha is a lot less direct. Rashi mostly seems to not have had 
the Yerushalmi, for example, but Tosfot frequently make reference to it. In 
Halakha, the Yerushalmi is mostly important when it is brought into the 
conversation by Medieval commentators/halakhists. 



Talmud Bavli
Written in Jewish Babylonian Aramaic. Compiled ~500ce. Records the Torah studied in 
Yeshivot of Bavel, including  Sura, Pumbedita, Nehardea, Mechoza. 

Rabbis of the Talmud are called Amoraim. Amoraim in Bavel were often called “Rav” or just 
their first name or a nickname. 

Covers Massechtot relevant to Jewish life in exile, excluding Israel-bound 
commandments, but including tractates on Temple ritual not found the Yerushalmi. 

More highly polished than the Yerushalmi. Includes many layers (weʼll go into depth on 
this in the next session!)

Page numbers have been standardized since the 1523 publishing of the Babylonian 
Talmud by the Bomberg press. The “pages” are actually folios, with an “a” side an a “b” 
side, also called “Amud Alef” and “Amud Bet.” Daf Yomi, which studies a folio a day, 
would not be possible without standardized pagination! 

The Bavli is the cornerstone of Jewish Law as we know it. It is the primary text studied in 
Yeshivot. There are commentaries on commentaries written about the Bavli, and many 
of those commentaries are foundational to future codes of Jewish law. 



Talmud 
Example

רב פפא משמיה דרבא אמר אמר קרא ורפא 
ירפא ליתן רפואה במקום נזק

Rav Pappa said in the name of Rava that 
the verse states: “He shall cause him to 
be thoroughly healed [verappo 
yerappe]” (Exodus 21:19), and the 
doubled term teaches that the one who 
caused the injury is liable to give monetary 
compensation for medical costs in a case 
of compensation for damage.

Seder: Nezikin
Massechet: Bava Kamma

Perek: 8
Page: 85b

Bava Kamma 85b



Talmud Example 
Bava Kamma 85b

האי מבעי ליה לכדתנא דבי רבי ישמעאל 
דתנא דבי רבי ישמעאל ורפא ירפא מכאן 

שניתנה רשות לרופא לרפאות א"כ נכתוב 
קרא ורופא ירפא ש"מ ליתן רפואה במקום 

נזק
The Gemara challenges: This verse is necessary 
for teaching a different halakha, that which the 
school of Rabbi Yishmael taught. As the 
school of Rabbi Yishmael taught: When the 
verse states: “Verappo yerappe,” from here it is 
derived that permission is granted to a doctor 
to heal. The Gemara answers: If so, let the 
verse write: Verofeh yerappe, meaning: And a 
doctor shall heal. Learn from the phrase 
employed that the one who caused the injury is 
liable to give monetary compensation for medical 
costs in a case of damage.

Citing our Midrash Halakha 
from the Mekhilta DʼRabbi 
Yishmael



Talmud Example 
Bava Kamma 85b האי מבעי ליה לכדתנא דבי רבי ישמעאל 

דתנא דבי רבי ישמעאל ורפא ירפא מכאן 
שניתנה רשות לרופא לרפאות א"כ נכתוב 
קרא ורופא ירפא ש"מ ליתן רפואה במקום 

נזק
The Gemara challenges: This verse is necessary 
for teaching a different halakha, that which the 
school of Rabbi Yishmael taught. As the 
school of Rabbi Yishmael taught: When the 
verse states: “Verappo yerappe,” from here it is 
derived that permission is granted to a doctor 
to heal. The Gemara answers: If so, let the 
verse write: Verofeh yerappe, meaning: And a 
doctor shall heal. Learn from the phrase 
employed that the one who caused the injury is 
liable to give monetary compensation for medical 
costs in a case of damage.

Note the following: 
● Combination of Aramaic and Hebrew
● The Gemara is not a code but a 

discussion. 
● The discussion includes citations of 

Torah texts as well as teachings by both 
Tannaim (Rabbi Yishmael) and 
Amoraim (Rav Pappa) and also a 
narrating “stam”

● Torah verses often quoted only by a few 
words; reader expected to know the 
whole of Tanakh by heart (donʼt 
worry!!) 

● The Gemara doesnʼt make explicit that 
Rav Pappa and Rabbi Yishmael live 
centuries apart, but you are expected 
to know it. 



Talmud Example 
Bava Kamma 85b האי מבעי ליה לכדתנא דבי רבי ישמעאל 

דתנא דבי רבי ישמעאל ורפא ירפא מכאן 
שניתנה רשות לרופא לרפאות א"כ נכתוב 
קרא ורופא ירפא ש"מ ליתן רפואה במקום 

נזק
The Gemara challenges: This verse is necessary 
for teaching a different halakha, that which the 
school of Rabbi Yishmael taught. As the 
school of Rabbi Yishmael taught: When the 
verse states: “Verappo yerappe,” from here it is 
derived that permission is granted to a doctor 
to heal. The Gemara answers: If so, let the 
verse write: Verofeh yerappe, meaning: And a 
doctor shall heal. Learn from the phrase 
employed that the one who caused the injury is 
liable to give monetary compensation for medical 
costs in a case of damage.

Note the following: 
● The Gemara brings the Mishnah 

back into conversation with 
Midrash Halacha, closing the 
loop between the Written Torah 
and the Oral Law

● The stam (“The Gemara”) 
contrasts two Midrashei Halacha 

● The stam makes clear what the 
problem is (each part of a verse 
can only teach one Halakha) 

● The stam resolves the problem 
by rejecting one of the Midrashei 
Halacha





Join us in two 
weeks for 
Session 2! 


